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THE ORIGINAL SOURCE DOCUMENT: 

The Original Source Document is my KJV Bible, which is over 100 years old, and still has 
AN OCCASIONAL reference to some of the “hidden books,” which were in the Bible at the 
time of Jesus Christ in the Temple in Jerusalem, and in the First Edition, which was still in 
publication in 1834. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES: 

Like the other prophetic books, some of the prophecies are for events which happen in the 
New Testament. The codes below will indicate which time periods these verses/chapters 
refer to. 


Code Code Meaning Comments 

[F] First Coming of Jesus Christ | His first coming, ministry, death & 
resurrection 

[S] His Second coming back | NOT, His “appearing” in the clouds. 

physically to earth 
[T] The Tribulation Period of 7 | This is the tribulation period of 
years Daniel’s Prophecies & Revelation 

[M] The Millennium Period The reign of Jesus on the “existing” 
earth for 1,000 years. 

[h]~ The Hebrew word The deeper Hebrew meaning is given 
for the word identified 

[P] Prophecy A promise made by God to be 
fulfilled. 

[Ch]~ Chaldean Aramaic Some of (some Say all-of) this book 
(Daniel) was originally written in the 
Aramaic Language. 

aa “Therefore” When you~ see _ “therefore” in 
scripture, it means “conclusion;” so 
go back and read what has been 
concluded. 


CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION: 


The book of Daniel begins in 604 B.C., which is eighteen years prior to the destruction of 


King Solomon’s Temple (the first Temple in 586 B.C.) 


Daniel and several other young men (1:4) were deported from Judah to Babylon under King 
Nebuchadnezzar. The book ends two years after the seventy years of exile in 532 B.C. The 


book is written in both Hebrew and the Chaldean languages. 


In the KJV Bible and most “modern bibles”, the Book of Daniel contains only 12 chapters, 
but the Septuagint, and the Jerusalem Bible (both translated from the most ancient Texts) 
contains 14 chapters. 


Dates BCi6é05_ | 539] | Comments 


by Nebi ch sdnezzar ccs” | — [er c ptivt , Chapters St 
by Nebuchadnezzar _—__} captivity 50-51 


—— —_______—_ Nabonidus : 
Belshazzar is Re 


gent 


Reign of King Cyrus 


King Cyrus captures 


Babylon. 


Reign of King Darius [| | | 


Historical evidence shows that King C 


i 
5:30-31 


In ST first year of his 
reign the Jews could 
return to arn 


rus a Babylon — King Nabonidus ae S58 an 226] was the — in 


The insertion of the Chapters about Darius, before Cyrus in the book of Daniel, are not “historically” correct, as the 
Book of Daniel was not written until the latter part of the second century BC. 


1. In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, *came Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. 

2. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim, king of Judah, into his hand, with “part of the vessels of 
the House of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar, to the house of his god; 
and he brought the vessels into the treasure of his god. 

In 605 s.c., three years after King Jehoiakim began to rule in Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon came and laid siege to Jerusalem, just as prophesied by Jeremiah, several years 


before. He came with his armies, and the Lord rt him victory over Jehoiakim. 


The duration of the Babylonian captivity was precisely 70 years; — The reason for that 
captivity is that the Israelites had failed to observe 70 Sabbath years. In other words, 
the Israelites were kept in captivity in Babylon for 70 years, in order to “atone” for the 70 
Sabbath years that they had failed to observe. 
When he returned to Babylon, he took along with him some of the sacred cups from the 
Temple in Jerusalem, and placed them in the treasury of his god, in the land of Shinar. 
3. And the king spake unto Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring 
certain of the children of Israel, and of the King’s seed, and of the princes; 
4. Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and 
cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had an ability in them 
to stand in the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue 


of the Chaldeans. 


5. And the king appointed them ‘a daily provision of the king’s meat, and of “the wine 
which he drank: so, nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof, they might 
€stand before the king. 

6. Now among there were of the children of Judah, Daniel, 'Hananiah, Mishael, and 


Azariah: 


9 2 Kings 24:1-2; 2 Chronicles: 
36:6 

» 2 Kings 24:13; 25:15 

¢ 2 Chronicles 31:16 


7.Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs 9gave names: for he gave 


We unto Daniel the name of "Belteshazzar; ‘and to Hananiah, of 


Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of 


|) Abednego. 


8.Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs /Jgave names: for he gave 
unto Daniel the name of “Belteshazzar; 'and to Hananiah, of 


| Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of 
| Abednego. 


| Then he ordered Ashpenaz, who was in charge of his palace 


personnel, [literally his chief eunuch ~ 2 Kings 20:17-18] to select 
some of the Jewish youths brought back as captives ~ young men 
of the royal family and the nobility of Judah ~ and to teach them 
(Aramaic) the Chaldean language and literature, which would 


s include; mathematics, astronomy, history, plus a strong emphasis 


on alchemy and magic. Ashpenaz was instructed to pick strong and 
healthy, good-looking lads ~ those who have read widely in many 
fields, are well informed, alert, and sensible, and have enough poise 
to look good around the palace. 


» The king assigned them the best of the food and wine, from his own 


kitchen during their three-year training period, planning to make 
them his counsellors, when they graduated. 


¢ [h]~ the wine of his drink i 2:49: 3:12 

e 1 Kings 10:8 i 2 Kings 23:34 
f See verses 11,19; 2:17 k 4: 

9 2 Kings 23:34 12:49: 3:12 
4:8 


Daniel, Hanaiah, Mishael, and Azariah, were four of the young men chosen, all from the 
tribe of Judah. However, their superintendent gave them Babylonian names, as follows: 
Daniel was called Belteshazzar, Hananiah was called Shadrach, Mishael was called Meshach, 
and Azariah was called Abednego. 

9. But Daniel purposed in his heart, that he would not defile himself with the portion of 
the king’s *meat, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore, he requested of the 
prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 

10.Now, God had brought Daniel into favour and love with the prince of the eunuchs. 

11.And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel; I fear my lord the king, who has 
appointed your meat and you drink; for why should he see your faces °worse liking 
than the children, which are of your ‘sort? Then shall you make me endanger my head 
to the king. 

12.Then said Daniel to ¢Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 

13.Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us “pulse ‘to eat, and 
water to drink. 

14.Then let our countenance be looked upon before thee, and (compare) to the 
countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king’s meat: and as seest, 
deal with thy servants. 

But Daniel made up his mind not to defile himself by eating the food and the wine given to 
them by the king. He asked permission of Melzar, the superintendent, to eat other things 
instead. 

Now, as it happened, God had given the superintendent a special appreciation for Daniel, 
and sympathy for his predicament. But he was alarmed by Daniel’s suggestion. 

“I’m afraid that you will become pale and thin, compared to the other youths of your age” 
he remarked, “and then the king will have my head cut off, for neglecting my duties & 
responsibilities.” 

So, Daniel talked it over with the steward who was appointed by Melzar to look after Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, and suggested that they try a 10-day diet, of only 
vegetables and water; then, at the end of the 10 days to compare them with the other 
youths that have been eating the food from the king’s table, and then decide whether they 
could continue on their diet. 

The steward finally agreed to this test, and at the end of the 10-day period, Daniel and his 
three friends looked much healthier than the others, that had been eating the rich food 
supplied by the king. 

As a result of this test, from that point onwards, the steward only fed them vegetables and 
water and not the rich food from the King’s table. 

15.As for these four children, 97G4od gave them knowledge and skills in all learning and 
wisdom; and "Daniel ‘had understanding in all visions and dreams. 

16.Now, at the end of the days that the king has said that he should bring them in, Melzar, 
the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 

17.And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore, they stood before the king. 

18.And in all matters of ‘wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he 
found them at least ten times better than all-of 'the magicians and astrologers, that 
were in all-of his realm. 

19.And Daniel continued even until the first year of king Cyrus. 

God Almighty gave these four youths great giftings and abilities to learn, and they soon 
learnt all-of the literature and science of that time, and God gave Daniel special abilities to 
get the meaning & revelation of dreams and visions. When the three-year training period 


* Deuteronomy 32:38; Ezekiel 4:13 - [h]~ of pulse (chick peas) (9:23; 10:1 


» [h]~ sadder looking ‘[h]~ that we may eat 35:12; 7:1 
«[h]~ term, or, continuance ° 2:20-22,28 « [h]~ wisdom of understanding 
« [h]~ the steward h [h]~ he made Daniel understand 12:2 
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was ended, Melzar, the prince of the eunuchs, brought all-of the young men to the king for 
an oral examination, as he had been ordered to do. 

King Nebuchadnezzar had a long talk with each of them, and none impressed him more 
than Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. As a result of this examination, they were put 
on the King’s regular staff as advisors. 

In all matters requiring information and balanced judgement, the king found that the advice 
given by these four men was at least ten-times better than all-of his skilled magicians (who 
worshipped “other” gods), or wise astrologers, who lived in his realm. 


CHAPTER TWO: KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR FORGETS HIS DREAM 


1. And “in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed 
(several) dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him. 

2. Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the 
sorcerers, and the ‘Chaldeans, (all who worshipped other gods), for to shew the king 
his dreams. So, they (all) came and stood before the king. 

3. And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit is troubled to 
know the dream. 

4, And the (sneaky) Chaldeans spoke to the king in “Syriac, and said; °O king, live forever: 
tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation. 

5. The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, the thing is gone from me: if you will not 
make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, you shall ‘be 9cut in 
pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill. 

6. But, "if you show the dream, and the interpretation thereof, you shall receive of me 
gifts and rewards, and great honour: therefore, show me the dream, and the 
interpretation thereof. 

7. They answered again, and said; Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will 
shew the interpretation of it. 

8. And the king answered and said; I know of certainty that you would ‘gain the time, 
because you see the thing is gone from me. 

9, *** But if you will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for 
you: for you have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be 
changed: therefore, tell me the dream, and I shall know that you show me the 
interpretation thereof. 

One night, in the second year of the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar, he had a terrifying 

nightmare, and he awoke sweating and trembling with fear. And to make matters even 

worse, he could not remember what the dream was about, but somehow deep in his spirit. 
he knew that it was important. 

He immediately called in all-of his magicians, incantationists, sorcerers, and astrologers, 

and demanded that they tell him what he had dreamed and the interpretation thereof. 

[Remember, all-of these people worship “other gods,” and God Almighty is setting a trap 

for them, but is going to reveal Himself through Daniel, to the King. ] 

As they all stood before him the king declared; “I’ve had a terrible nightmare, and I can’t 

remember what it was about, but I feel in my spirit that something terrible, and/or 

catastrophic is going to happen to me”. 


* Compare 1:1 with 2 Kings 23:36; 4 The Samarian language, (so the £ 3:29 


24:12, Jeremiah 52:28 others would not understand what 39 [Ch]~ made pieces 
> 4:6; 5:7 they were saying to the king) 1 5:7,16 
¢ 1:4 e Chaldean language until the end of '[Ch]~ buy 
chapter 7. 
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Then the astrologers (speaking in Aramaic ~ so the others would not know what they are 
saying) said to the king; “Sir, tell us the dream, and then we can tell you what it means.” 
But the king replied: “I tell you; the dream is gone ~ I can’t remember it. But if you don’t 
tell me the dream, and what it means, I will have you drawn and quartered ~ (torn limb 
from limb), and your houses destroyed and made into heaps of rubble. 

But I will give high honours and many gifts to the person who can tell me what the dream 

was, and what the interpretation of this dream means. So, don’t just stand there ~ begin!” 

The astrologers again said to him: “How can we tell you what the dream means, unless you 

tell us what it was?” 

The king replied; “I can see your trick! You are trying to stall for time until the tragedy 

happens to me, that the dream prophesies. But if you cannot tell me the dream, how do 

you expect me to believe your interpretation thereof?” 

10. The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said; There is not a man upon the earth 
that can show the king’s matter: therefore, there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked 
such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. 

11. And it is a rare thing that the king requires, and there is none other that can show it 
before the king, except *the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh. 

12. For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all-of 
’the wise men of Babylon. 

13. And the decree went forth that all-of the wise men should be slain; and they sought 
Daniel and his fellows to be slain. 

The Chaldeans challenged the king by saying: “There is no man alive who can tell other 
people what they have dreamed. And there isn’t a king in all-of the world that would ask 
such a thing of his subjects. This is an impossible thing that the king requires us to reveal 
to him. No one, except the gods, can tell you your dream, and they are not here to help 
us.” Even though they have a whole treasury to their “god”, they are admitting before the 
king that this god cannot help them, or him. 

Upon hearing this, the king was furious, and sent out orders to execute all of the wise men 

of Babylon. Daniel and his three friends were rounded up with the other “NOT SO WISE 

MEN” to be killed! 

14, Then Daniel ‘answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch, the ¢captain of the king’s 
guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon. 

15. He answered and said to Arioch, the king’s captain; Why is the decree so hasty from 
the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. 

16. Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that give him time, and he would show 
him the (dream) and the interpretation 

17. Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to *Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah, his companions: 

18. That they would desire mercies ‘of the God of Heaven, concerning this secret; 9%that 
Daniel and his fellows should not perish, with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 

But when Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard and the king’s guard, (and the chief 

executioner), came to kill them, Daniel handled the situation with great wisdom and 

diplomacy by asking; “Why is the king so angry? What is the matter? 

Then Arioch told him all that had happened. Then Daniel asked to see the King. “Give me 

a little time and I will tell you the dream that you had and also I will give you, its meaning.” 

Then he went home and told his 3 companions, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. They asked 

the God of Heaven, to show His mercy on them, by telling them the secret dream, so that 

they would not die with the others. 


5211; 14 4 [Ch]~] Chief of the executioners 9 Or that they should not destroy 


> 4:6,18; 5:7-8 e 1:6 Daniel ad his friends 
© [Ch]~ returned ‘ [Ch]~ from before God 
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19. Then was the secret revealed to Daniel in a night vision. Then 
Daniel blessed the God of Heaven. 

20. Daniel answered and said; *Blessed be the name of God for 
ever and ever; for wisdom and might are his: 

21. And He changes "the times and the seasons; he ‘removes 
kings, and sets up kings: he gives wisdom unto the wise, and 
“¢knowledge to them that know understanding: 


poe ae 2a: He reveals the deep and secret things: He knows what is 
ieee oe Wein the darkness, and °the light dwells with him. 
wm a eka 23. I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou the ‘God of my 


fathers, who has given me wisdom and might, and has made known 
unto me now, what we desired of thee: for thou has not made 
known unto us the king’s matter. 
And that very same night that they prayed, God Almighty, the God of Heaven, in a night 
vision told Daniel what the king had dreamt. 
Then Daniel praised the God of Heaven, saying; “Blessed be the name of the Lord our God 
for ever and ever, for He alone has all wisdom and all power. World events are under his 
control. He removes kings and sets others upon their thrones. He gives wise men their 
wisdom, and scholars their intelligence. He reveals those profound mysteries, that are way 
beyond man’s understanding. He knows ALL hidden things, for He is light, and darkness is 
no obstacle for him. I thank & praise you, O God of my fathers, for you have given me 
wisdom and glowing health, and now, even this vision of the King’s dream, and also the 
understanding of what it means. 

God always hears our prayers, and we have to be open, to hear His answers, in whatever 

way He want to reveal them to us. ] 

Therefore, Daniel went unto Arioch, (the chief executioner) whom the king had ordained to 

destroy the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus unto him; “Destroy not the wise 

men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, and I will show unto the king the 
interpretation. 

Then Arioch brought Daniel before the king in haste; and said thus unto him; 9I have found 

a man of the "captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation. 

24. Daniel answered in the presence of the king, ?and said; The secret which the king 
demanded, cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, 
show unto the king; 

25. But there is a God in heaven, that reveals secrets, and makes known to king 
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream and the vision of thy head 
upon thy bed are these: 

26. As for thee, O king, thy thoughts ‘came into thy mind upon thy bed, what shall come 
to pass hereafter; and He that reveals secrets makes known to thee what shall come 
to pass. 

27. But/as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than 
any living, ‘but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, 
and that thou might know the thought of thy heart. 

The king questioned Daniel; “Is this true?” Can you tell me what my dream was and what 

it really means? Daniel replied; “No wise man, astrologer, magician, or wizard, can tell the 

king such things; But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has told you in 
your dream what will happen in the future. This was your dream: 

“You dreamed of coming events. He who reveals secrets was speaking to you. (But 

remember, it’s not because I am wiser than any other living person that I know this secret 

of this dream, for God showed it to me for your benefit). 


a Psalm 113:115:18 ‘ Deuteronomy 26:7 i Genesis 41:16 


» Acts 1:7 3 [Ch]~ that I have found k Or, but for the intent, that the 
¢ 5:20 n [Ch]~ Children of the captivity of interpretation be made known 
41:17 Judah unto the king. 

e James 1:7 i [Ch]~ came up 
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28. Thou, O king, *saw and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was 
excellent stood before thee: and the form thereof was terrible. 

29. This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast, and his arms of silver, his belly and his 
’thighs of brass, 

30. His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 

31. Thou also saw that a stone was cut out ‘without hands, which smote the image upon 
its feet, that were of iron and clay, and broke them to pieces. 

32. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces 
together; and became like the chaff on the summer threshing floors; and the wind 
carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the 
image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

“O king, you saw a huge and powerful statue of a man, shining brilliantly, but frightening 
and terrible. The head of the stature was made of purest gold, its chest and arms were of 
silver, its belly and thighs of brass, its legs of iron, its feet is a mixture of iron and clay. 
But as you watched, a Rock was cut from the mountainside, with no hands, by supernatural 
means. It came hurtling towards the statue and crushed the feet of iron and clay, smashing 
them into minute pieces. Then the whole statue collapsed in to giant heap of iron, clay, 
brass, silver, and gold: its pieces were crushed as small as chaff, and the wind blew them 
all away. But the Rock, that knocked the statue down, became a great mountain, that 
covered the whole earth. 

33. This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. 

34. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for °the God of Heaven, has given you a kingdom, 
power, and strength, and glory. 

35. And wheresoever the children dwell, the beasts of the fields and the fowls of the 
heavens has he given into thine hand, and has made thee ruler over them all.‘ You are 
this head of Gold. 

36. And after thee, shall rise up Janother kingdom, inferior to thee, (silver), and "another 
third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all-of the earth. 

37. And the ‘fourth kingdom, shall be as strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaks in pieces 
and subdues all things: and as iron that breaks all these, shall it break in pieces and 
bruise. 

38. And whereas you saw the feet and toes, part of potter’s clay, and part of iron, the 
kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch 
as thou saw the iron mixed with miry clay. 

39. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be 
partly strong and partly broken. 

40. And whereas you saw iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with 
the seed of men: but they shall not cleave to ‘one to another, even as iron in not 
mixed with clay. 

41. And in'the days of these kings shall the God of Heaven set up "a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all-of these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 

42. Forasmuch as thou saw that "the stone was cut out of the mountain °without hands, 
and it break in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great 
God has made known to the king what will come to pass hereafter: and the dream is 
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 

“That was the dream that you saw, and now for the interpretation and meaning of that 

dream, which God has made known to you: 

“Your gracious majesty, you are a king who reigns over many kings, for the God of Heaven 

has given you your kingdom, power, strength, and glory. You rule the farthest provinces, 


4 [Ch]~ was seeing f See verse 32 '[Ch]~ their days 

> [Ch]~ sides 95:28,31; 7:5 ™ 4:3,34; 7:14,27; Micah 4:7; Luke 

© [Ch]~ which was not in hands; "7:6 1:33; Compare Isaiah 60:1, with 
Zechariah 4:6 '7:7,23 1 Corinthians 15:24 

4 Ezra 7:12 i [h]~ brittle " Isaiah 28:16 

© Ezra 1:2 K [Ch]~ This with this ° [h]~ Or, which was not in hands 
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and even animals and birds are under your control, as God has decreed. Therefore, you are 
that head of gold. 

“But after your kingdom has come to an end, another world power (the Medo-Persian 
empire) will rise up to take your place. This empire will inferior to yours. And after that 
kingdom has fallen, yet a third great empire (the Greek empire, founded by Alexander the 
Great), represented by the bronze belly of the statue, will rise to rule the whole known 
world. Following after it, the fourth kingdom (the Roman Empire) which shall be as strong 
as iron, smashing, bruising, and conquering. The feet and toes that you saw, part made of 
iron and another part of clay, shows that later on, this fourth kingdom shall be divided. 
Some parts of it will be as strong as iron and other parts shall be as weak as clay. This 
mixture of iron and clay also shows that these kingdoms will try to strengthen themselves 
by forming alliances with each other through intermarriage of their rulers, (and like 
happened with king Solomon, who did this) it will not succeed, for iron and clay do not mix. 
“During the reign of those kings, the God of Heaven will set up a kingdom, that will never 
be destroyed; no one will ever conquer it! It shall shatter all of these kingdoms into 
nothingness, but it alone shall stand forever indestructible. That is the meaning of the rock 
cut out of the mountain, without human hands; that Rock that crushed to powder all-of the 
iron, and brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold. 

“This the great God of Heaven has shown what will happen in the future, and this 
interpretation of your dream is as sure and certain as my description of it. 


[NOTE: if you did not believe in prophecy before reading this book, then consider these 
historical facts. 
e This prophecy was given in 604 BC, and accurately foretold the history of the world 
for the next 2,000 years. 
e This prophecy was given in the second year of the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar 
(who reigned from 606 BC until 538 BC.) ~ Gold. 
e As predicted a new kingdom would rise up, the Persian Kingdom from 538 BC until 
331 BC. ~ Silver. 
e This was followed by the Greek Kingdom from 331 BC until 63 BC. ~ Brass. 
e But the next kingdom (The Roman Kingdom) did not rise up until 27 BC and continued 
until 473 A.D., when it was divided into two kingdoms. ~ Iron & Clay. 


e The second part of this kingdom, reigned from 67 A.D. until 1453 A.D. ~ the divided 
kingdom. 

e Since that time, we have not had any empire that has ruled the whole world, even 
though we had had many wars, and attempts by different ideologies to make it so. 

e The book of Revelation confirms what is still to happen in the future, that is still 
before us, and therefore, everyone should be aware of what is to happen in our not- 
so-distant future. 

43. Then the king Nebuchadnezzar “fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and 
’commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. 

44. The king answered unto Daniel, and said; Of a truth it is, that your “GOD is a GOD of 
gods, and a LORD of Kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing that thou could reveal 
this secret. 

45. Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made 
him ruler over the whole “province of Babylon, and ®chief of the governors over all-of 
the wisemen of Babylon. 

46. Then Daniel requested the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, over 
the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel ‘sat at the gate of the king. 


4 2 Samuel 14:22 © Deuteronomy 10:17 f Esther 2:19 
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After hearing this prophetic interpretation of future events from Daniel, King 
Nebuchadnezzar fell to the ground before Daniel and worshipped him, and he commanded 
that his people to offer sacrifices and burn sweet incense before him. 

Then the king said before all of the people; “Truly, O Daniel, your God is the God of gods, 
the Ruler of Kings, the Revealer of mysteries, because He told you this secret dream that I 
had ~ and its interpretation.” 

Then the king made Daniel very great: He have him many costly gifts, and appointed him 
to be the ruler over the whole province of Babylon, as well as chief over all-of the wise men 
in his kingdom. 

Then, at Daniel’s request, the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, as 
Daniel’s assistants, to be in charge of all-of the affairs of the province of Babylon. Daniel 
served as the Chief Magistrate, in the King’s court. 


CHAPTER THREE: NEBUCHADNEZZAR MAKES AND IMAGE OF GOLD 


1. Nebuchadnezzar made “an image of gold, whose height 
was sixty cubits, and the breadth was six cubits: he set 
it up in ’the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 

2. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather the princes, 
the governors, and the captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all rulers of 
the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image 
which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

3. Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, 
the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all-of the 
rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the 
dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up: 
and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had 
set up. 

4. Then a herald cried ‘aloud; To you, “it is commanded, °O 
people, nations, and languages, 

5. That at what time you hear the sound of the cornet, flute, 
harp, ‘sackbut, psaltery, 9dulcimer, and all kinds of music, 
you fall down and worship the golden image of that 
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 

6. And whosoever falls not down and worshipped, shall that 
same hour "be cast into the midst of a fiery furnace. 


call 


7. Therefore, at that time, when all-of the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all-of the people, the nations, and the 
languages, fell down worshipped the golden image, that Nebuchadnezzar the king had 
set up. 

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue 90 feet high, and 9 feet wide and set it up in 
the Plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon; then he sent messengers to all-of the princes, 
governors, captains, judges, treasurers, counsellors, sheriffs, and the rulers of all the 
provinces of his empire, to come to the dedication of his statue. 

When they had all arrived and were standing before the monument, a herald shouted out 
in a very loud voice: 

“O people of all nations and languages, this is the king’s command: When the band starts 
playing, you are to fall flat on the ground to worship King Nebuchadnezzar’s golden statue: 
anyone who refuses to obey will immediately be thrown into a flaming furnace.” 


9 2:32,38 4 [Ch]~ they command 9 [h]~ an early form of guitar 


> Genesis 11:2 © See verses 7 & 29 1 Revelation 1314-15 
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So, when the band began to play, everyone, whatever his nation, language, or religion, fell 
to the ground and worshipped the statue. 
8. Wherefore, at that time, certain 7?Chaldeans came near, and "accused the Jews. 
9. They spoke and said to king Nebuchadnezzar, O King, live forever. 
10.Thou, O king, has made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the 
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, Psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall 
down and worship the golden image. 
11.And whosoever falls not down and worships, that he should be cast into the midst of 
a burning fiery furnace. 
12.There are certain Jews whom ‘thou has set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, “have not regarded thee; they 
serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou has set up. 
But some jealous officials, looking for any opportunity, to remove the Jews from their high 
positions in the empire, went to the king and accused some of the Jews of refusing to 
worship the statue. 
And they said to the king; “Your majesty, you made a law that everyone must fall down 
and worship the golden statue when the band begins to play, and that anyone who refuses 
will be thrown into a flaming furnace. But there are some Jews out there ~ Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, whom you have put in charge of Babylonian affairs ~ who have 
defied you, refusing to serve your gods, or to worship the golden statue that you set up. 


13.Then Nebuchadnezzar, in his rage and fury, commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king. 
14,Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said unto them; Is it *true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, do not you serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set 
up? 
15.Now, if you be ready that at what time you hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, you fall down and worship the 
image which I have made; well; but if you worship not, you shall be cast this same 
hour into the midst of the fiery furnace; and ‘who is that God that shall deliver you out 
of my hands? 
16.Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king; O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 
17.If it be so, our GOD whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 
18.But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship 
the golden image, which thou has set up. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar, in a violent rage, ordered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, to be 
brought before him. 
“Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,” he asked, “that you are refusing the 
serve my gods, or to worship the golden statue that I have set up? I will give you one last 
chance, When the music plays, if you fall down and worship the statue, all will be well. BUT 
if you refuse, you will be thrown into a flaming furnace within the hour. And what god can 
deliver you out of my hands then?’ 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied; “O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not worried about 
what will happen to us. If we are thrown into the flaming furnace, our God is able to deliver 
us: and he will deliver us out of your hand, Your Majesty. But even if He doesn’t, please 
understand, sir, that even then, we will never, under any circumstances, serve your gods, 
or worship the golden statue you have erected.” 


21:4 4 [Ch]~ have set no regard upon f Exodus 5:2; 2 Kings 18:35; 
> 6:24 thee chapter 6:20 
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19.Then Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage changed against 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: Therefore, he spoke, and commanded that they 
should heat the furnace "one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 
20.And he commanded the ‘most mighty men, that were in his army, to bind Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 
21.Then these men were bound in their ‘coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other 
garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
22.Therefore, because the king’s ‘commandment was urgent, and the furnace 
exceedingly hot, the ‘flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. [these men were judged by God Almighty immediately they did this]. 
23.And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound into the 
midst of the fiery furnace. 
24.Then Nebuchadnezzar was astonished, and rose up Yin haste and spoke, and said unto 
his "counsellors; Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They 
answered and said unto the king; True of king. 
25.He answered and said; Lo, see four men loose, walking in-the-midst-of the fire, and 
‘they have no hurt: and the form of the fourth (person) is like the Son of God. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury and his face became dark with anger at Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. [The demon inside of him, physically manifested itself] He 
commanded that the furnace be hearted up seven times hotter than usual, and called for 
some of the strongest men of his army to bind up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and 
then throw them into the fire. 
So, the soldiers bound them tight with strong ropes and threw them into the furnace, fully 
clothed. Because the king, in his anger, had commanded that the furnace be heated up 
seven time hotter than normal, the flames leaped out when the furnace door was opened 
and killed the soldiers, as they threw them in! 
So, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the 
roaring flames. 
But suddenly, as he was watching, Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement, and 
exclaimed to his advisors; “Didn’t we throw three men into the furnace?” And they replied; 
“Yes, we did indeed, your majesty.” 
“Well look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, unbound, walking around in the 
fire, and they aren’t even hurt by the flames! And the fourth looks like the Son of God! 
26.Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the ‘mouth of the fiery furnace, and spoke, and 
said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you servants of the most-high God, come 
forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the 
midst of the fire. 
27.And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gathered 
together, saw these men upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was a hair of 
their heads singed, neither their coats changed, not the smell of fire that passed on 
them. 
28.Then Nebuchadnezzar spoke, and said; Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, "who has sent "his angel and delivered his servants that trusted in him, 
and have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies that they might not serve, 
nor worship any god, except their own God. 
29.Therefore, °I make a decree; That every "people, nation, and language, which speaks 
anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ‘shall be ‘cut 


2 [Ch] filled * Th]~ spark '[Ch]~ door 
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in pieces, and their house shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God 
that can deliver after this sort. 
30.Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of 
Babylon. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could to the open door of the flaming furnace 
and yelled out: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most-High God! Come 
out! Come out!” So, the three of them stepped out of the fire. 
So, all-of the princes, governors, captains of the guard, and the king’s counsellors, crowded 
around them, and saw with their own eyes, that the fire had not touched them ~ not even 
a hair was singed off their heads; their coats were unscorched, and there was not smoke 
smell upon them. 
The Nebuchadnezzar said; “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, for 
he sent an angel to deliver his trusting servants, when they defied the king’s commandment 
and were willing to die, rather than serve of worship any god except the Most-High God. 
Therefore, I make a decree, that any person, of any nation, language, or religion, who 
speaks a word against the Most-High God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be 
torn limb from limb, and his house destroyed into a heap of rubble. For no other God can 
do what this one does.” 
Then the king gave promotions to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, so that they 
prospered greatly in the province on Babylon. 
Now, let us draw some similarities in today’s society. 
In 2019 when the COVID outbreak occurred and mandatory vaccines were introduced, 
many people refused to have the vaccines, and as a result suffered dismissal from their 
jobs, and were persecuted as being “spreaders of the disease”. 
Then various governments passed laws, that large groups of people were forbidden to 
assemble, and churches were not permitted to conduct services, or even sing on live Zoom 
church sessions. 
Pastors who refused to obey were persecuted, and some were even put in prison. I did not 
see one Shadrach, Meshach, or Abednego, among the church leaders who were prepared 
to put their lives on the line, refusing to comply with an unjust law, and having enough 
faith to believe that Jesus would protect them. Maybe they have all “lost their first 
love?” 


CHAPTER FOUR: NEBUCHADNEZZAR TELLS HIS DREAM TO DANIEL 


1. Nebuchadnezzar, the king, “unto all nations, peoples, and languages, that dwell in 
all-of the earth: "Peace be multiplied unto you. 
2. ‘I thought it good to show the signs and wonders that “the High God has wrought 
towards me. 
3. How great are His signs! And how mighty are His wonders! ‘*His kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and His dominion is from generation to generation. 
This is the proclamation of King Nebuchadnezzar, which he sent to people of all languages, 
in every nation of the world: Greetings: 
I want you all to know and understand about the strange and wonderful things that the 
“Most High God” did to me. 
It was incredible ~ a mighty miracle! And now I know for sure, that His kingdom is 
everlasting; He reigns forever and ever. 
4. I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house, and flourishing in my palace: 
5. I saw a dream which made me afraid, and ‘the thoughts upon my bed and the visions 
of my head troubled me. 
6. 2Therefore, I made a decree to bring in all-of the wise men of Babylon before me, that 
they might make known unto me the interpretation of the dream. 
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7. Then came the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: And 
I told the dream before them: but they did not make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof. 

I, Nebuchadnezzar, was living in peace and prosperity, when one night I had a dream that 
greatly frightened me. I called all-of the wise men of Babylon to tell me the meaning of the 
dream, but when they came ~ the magicians, the astrologers, the fortune tellers, and the 
wizards, and I told them the dream, none of them could interpret it. 

8. But at the last, Daniel came in before me, 7?whose name was Belteshazzar, according 
to the name of my god, and °in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I 
told the dream, saying: 

9. O Belteshazzar, ‘master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy 
gods is in thee, and no secret troubles thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I 
have seen and the interpretation thereof. 

10.Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed: “I saw and behold £a tree in-the-midst- 
of the earth, and the height was great. 

11.The tree grew, and was strong, and the height reached unto heaven, and the sight 
thereof to the end of the earth: 

12. The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much; and it was meat for all: ‘the 
beast of the field, had shadow under it, and the fowls of the air dwelt in the boughs 
thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. 

13. I saw in the vision of my head on my bed, and, behold 9a watcher and "a holy one 
came down from heaven; 

14.He cried ‘aloud, and said; Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his 
leaves, and scatter his fruit; let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from 
his branches: 

15.Nevertheless, leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and 
brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and 
let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth; 

16.Let his heart be changed from man’s and let a beast’s heart be given unto him; and 
klet seven times pass over him. 

17.This matter is by decree of 'the watchers and the demand by the word of the holy 
ones: to the intent that "the living may know (and understand) "that the “Most High” 
°rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomsoever he will, and sets over it the 
basest of men. 

18.This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the 
interpretation thereof, "forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to 
make known unto me the interpretation, but thou art able; for the spirit of the holy 
gods is in thee. 

At last, Daniel came in ~ the man in whom is the spirit of the holy gods, and I told him the 
dream. [Notice that Nebuchadnezzar still does not have the revelation, that Daniel has the 
Spirit of the ONE TRUE GOD ~ not of gods. ] 

“O Belteshazzar, master magician,” I said, “I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you 
and no mystery is too great for you to solve. So, please tell what my dream means: 

“I saw a very tall tree out in a field, growing higher and higher into the sky, until it could 
be seen by everyone in all-of the world. Its leaves were fresh and green, and its branches 
were laid down with an abundance of fruit, enough for everyone to eat. 

“Wild animals rested beneath its shade and birds sheltered in its branches, and all-of the 
world was fed from this tree. 
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“Then, as I lay there dreaming, I saw one of God’s angels, (that looked like the son of the 
gods) coming down from heaven. 
“He shouted; ‘Cut down the tree, and scatter its fruit. Get the animals out from under it, 
and the birds from its branches ~ but leave its stump and roots in the ground, banded with 
a chain of iron and brass, surrounded by the tender grass. Let the dews of heaven drench 
him, and let him eat grass with the wild animals. 
For seven years, let him have the mind of an animal, instead of the mind of a man. For this 
has been decreed by the watchers, demanded by the Holy Ones. The purpose of this decree 
is that all-of the world may understand that the “Most High” dominates the kingdoms of the 
world, and gives them to anyone he wants to, even the lowliest of men!” 
“O Belteshazzar, that was my dream now tell me what it means. For no-one else can help 
me; all-of the wisest men of the kingdom have failed me. But you can tell me; for the spirit 
of the holy gods are in you. 
19.Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and his 
thoughts troubled him. The king spoke, and said; Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or 
the interpretation thereof trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said; My Lord, the 
dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies. 
20.°*The tree which thou saw which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the 
heaven, and the sight thereof to all-of the earth; 
21.Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under 
which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven 
had their habitation; 
22.It is you, O King, that art grown and become strong; for thy greatness is grown, and 
reaches unto heaven, and ’thy dominion to the end of the earth. 
23.And whereas the king saw a watcher and a holy one coming down from heaven, and 
saying; Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump and the roots thereof 
in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and 
let it be wet, with the due of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, 
till seven times pass over him; 
24.THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION; O king, and this is a decree of the MOST-HIGH, which 
is come upon my lord, the king: 
25.That ‘they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling place shall be with the beasts 
of the field, and they shall make thee “to eat grass like the oxen, and they shall wet 
thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, ‘till thou know 
that the Most-High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomsoever he will. 
26.And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall 
be sure unto thee, after that, you shall have known that the heavens do rule. 
27.Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to thee, and break off they sins by 
righteousness, and thine iniquities, by showing mercy to the poor, if it may be ‘a 
lengthening of thy tranquillity. 
Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, sat there stunned and silent for about one 
hour, aghast at the meaning of the dream. Finally, the king said to him: “Belteshazzar, 
don't be afraid to tell me what it means.” 
Daniel replied: “Oh, that the events foreshadowed in this dream would happen to your 
enemies, my lord, and not to you! For the tree that you saw growing so tall, reaching high 
into the heavens for all-of the world to see, with its fresh green leaves, loaded with fruit for 
all to eat, and wild beasts living in its shade, and with its branches full of birds ~ that tree, 
Your Majesty, is you. For you have grown strong and great; your greatness reaches up to 
heaven, and you rule to the ends of the earth. 
Then you saw the watcher, God’s holy angel, coming down from heaven, and saying; ‘Cut 
down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump and the roots in the earth, surrounded 
by tender grass, banded with a chain of iron and brass. Let him be wet with the dew of 
heaven. For seven years let him eat grass with the animals in the field.’ 
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“Your Majesty, the Most-High God has decreed it, therefore, it shall surely happen ~ that 

your own people will chase you from your palace, and you will live in the fields like and 

animal, eating grass like a cow, your back wet with dew from heaven. 

For seven years this will be your lifestyle, until you learn (the hard way) that the Most-High 

God dominates the kingdoms of men, and gives power to anyone He chooses. But the stump 

and the roots were left in the ground! This means that you will get your kingdom back 

again, but only after you have learnt that heaven rules over men. 

“O King Nebuchadnezzar, listen to me ~ STOP SINNING: and instead, do what you know in 

your heart is right; be merciful to the poor. Perhaps even yet, God will spare you.” 
28.All-of this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 

29.At the end of twelve months, he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. 

30.°The king spoke, and said; Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for ‘the house 
of the kingdom, by the might on my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 

31.While the word is in the king’s mouth there fell a voice from heaven, saying; O King 
Nebuchadnezzar, to you is spoken, the kingdom is departed from thee. 

32. And “they shall drive thee from men; and they dwelling shall be among the beasts of 
the field; they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times (years) shall 
pass over thee, until you know that the Most-High rules in the kingdom of men, and 
gives it to whomsoever he wills. 

33.°The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from 
men; and did eat grass as oxen, and ‘his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his 
hair were grown like eagle’s feathers, ad his nails like bird’s claws. 

34.And at the end of the days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and 
mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the Most-High, and I praised and 
honoured him, that lives forever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his 
kingdom is from generation to generation: 

35.And all-of the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He does according 
to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and Ynone 
can stay his hand, "or say unto Him. What doest thou? 

36.At the same time, my reason returned unto me; for the glory of my kingdom, mine 
honour and my brightness returned unto me: and my counsellors and my lords sought 
unto me: and I was established in my kingdom, (once again) and excellent majesty 
was added unto me. 

37.Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, ‘praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, /Jall whose 
work are truth, and ‘his ways judgement: and those that walks in pride, he is able to 
abase. 

All of the things that Daniel had prophesied, actually happened to Nebuchadnezzar, just as 
the angel had spoken. Twelve months after this dream, he was walking on the roof of the 
royal palace in Babylon, and saying: “I, by my own mighty power, have built this beautiful 
city as my royal residence, and as the capital of my empire.” 

While he was still speaking these words, a voice called down from heaven; “O, King 
Nebuchadnezzar, this message is for you: You are no longer ruler of the kingdom. You will 
be forced out of the palace, to live with the animals in the fields, and to eat grass like the 
cows, for seven years, until you finally realise that God parcels out the kingdoms of men, 
and He gives them to anyone that He chooses.” 

That very same hour this prophecy was fulfilled. Nebuchadnezzar was chased from 
his palace and ate grass like the cows, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven: his 
hair grew as long as eagle feathers, and his nails became like bird’s claws. 

At the end of seven years, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven, and my sanity 
returned, and I praised and worshipped the Most-High God, and honoured him who lives 
forever, whose rule is everlasting, and his kingdom is forevermore. 


* [h]~ upon © See verse 19 
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All-of the people of the earth are nothing when compared to him; He does whatever He 
thinks best, among the hosts of heaven, as well as here among the inhabitants of the earth. 
No one can stop him or challenge him, saying; “What do you means by doing these things?” 
When my mind returned to me, so did my honour, and my glory, and my kingdom. My 
counsellors and officers came back to me, and I was re-established as the head of my 
kingdom, with even greater honour than before. 

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and glorify and honour the King of Heaven, the Judge of all, 
whose every act is right and good: for he is able to take those who walk proudly and push 
them into the dust!” 

Question: Who looked after the kingdom for seven years while he was absent in the fields? 
Question: After this revelation about the Most-High God, did he take action to remove all- 
of the idols from his kingdom? 


CHAPTER FIVE: THE WRITING IS ON THE WALL FOR BELSHAZZAR 


According to history, we are now at 638 BC, the beginning of the 69" year that the Jews 
have been in captivity. 

1. *Belshazzar, the King’s regent, (as Nabonidus was the last king of the Neo-Babylonian 
empire ruling from 556 BC until 539 BC), he made a great feast to a thousand of his 
lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 

2. Belshazzar, whilst he tased the wine commanded to bring °the golden and silver 
vessels his ‘father (actually grandfather) Nebuchadnezzar had ‘taken out of the 
Temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his 
concubines, might drink therein. [BIG MISTAKE! ] 

3. Then they brought forth the golden vessels that were taken out of the Temple of the 
House of God, which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and the princes, his wives, and 
his concubines, drank in them. 

4. They drank wine, and ‘praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood 
and of stone. 

Belshazzar, the king’s regent, invited one thousand of his officers, to a great feast, where 
the wine flowed freely. While Belshazzar was drinking the wine, he was reminded of the 
gold and silver cups taken from the Temple in Jerusalem, during the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and brought to Babylon. Belshazzar ordered that these sacred cups be 
brought in to the feast, and when they arrived, he and his princes, his wives, and his 
concubines, drank toasts from them to their idols, made of gold and silver, brass and iron, 
wood, and stone. [THEY WERE PRAISING “CREATION” ~ NOT “THE CREATOR~”] 

5. In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against 
candlestick, upon the plaister of the wall of the king’s palace; and the king saw the 
part of the hand that wrote. 

6. Then the king’s ‘countenance 9was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that 
"the ‘joints of Jhis loins were loosed, and his knees smote one another. 

7. ‘The king cried ‘aloud to bring the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. 
And the king spoke and said to the "wisemen of Babylon saying: "Whosoever shall 
read this writing, and then show me the interpretation thereof shall be clothed with 
°scarlet, and have a gold chain about his neck, and "shall be the third ruler in the 
kingdom. 

8. Then came in all-of the king’s wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make 
known to the king the interpretation thereof. 
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9. Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his *countenance changed in him, and 
his lords were astonied. 
Suddenly, (without any warning), as they were drinking out of the “sacred vessels”, 
they saw the fingers of a man’s hand, writing on the plaster of the wall opposite the 
lampstand. The king himself saw the fingers, (not connected to any arm) as they wrote. 
His face blanched white with fear, and such a terror gripped him that his knees were 
knocking together, and his legs gave way beneath him. [In today’s language ~ he was 
freaking out! ] 
“Bring the magicians and the astrologers!” he screamed. “Bring the Chaldeans! Whoever 
reads that writing on the wall, and tells me what it means, will be dressed in purple robes, 
and with a gold chain around his neck, and he will become the third ruler’ in the kingdom!” 
But when they came, none of them could understand‘ the writing, or tell the king what it 
meant. The king grew more and more hysterical; his face reflected the terror he felt, and 
his officers too were shaken. 
10.Now the queen (queen mother), by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came 
into the banquet house; and the queen spoke and said; O King, live forever: let not 
thy thoughts trouble thee; nor let the countenance be changed: 
11.There is a man in thy kingdom, ‘in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days 
of thy *father (grandfather) light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of 
the gods, was found in him: whom king Nebuchadnezzar, thy grandfather, made 
master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; 
12.Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of 
dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the 
same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will 
shew the interpretation. 
13.Then ‘Daniel was brought in before the king. And the king spoke and said unto Daniel. 
Are you that Daniel, which are %of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the 
king, my father (my grandfather) brought out of the Jewry? 
14.I have heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and 
understanding, and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 
15.And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they 
should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof; but they 
could not show the interpretation of the thing; 
16.And I have heard of thee, that you can "make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: 
now ‘if you can read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, 
you Shall be clothed in scarlet, and have a golden chain about thy neck, and you shall 
the third ruler in the kingdom. 
But when the queen-mother heard what was happening, she rushed to the banquet hall 
and said to Belshazzar; “Calm yourself, Your Majesty, don’t be so pale and frightened over 
this. For there is a man in your kingdom, who has within the spirit of the holy gods. In the 
day of your grandfather, this man was found to be as full of wisdom and understanding, as 
though he himself was a god. 
And in the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar, (your father ~ but in Chaldean it means 
forefathers, & in this specific case 5 generations), he was made chief of all the magicians, 
astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers of Babylon. Call this man, Daniel, or Belteshazzar, 
as the king called him, for his mind is filled with divine knowledge and understanding. He 
can interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve knotty problems. Will tell you what the 
dream means. 
So, Daniel was rushed in to see the king. The king asked him; “Are you the Daniel that King 
Nebuchadnezzar brought from Israel as a Jewish captive? I have heard that you have the 
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spirit of the gods within you, and that you are filled with enlightenment and wisdom. My 
wisemen and astrologers have tried to read the writing on the wall, and tell me the 
interpretation, but they can’t. I am told that you can solve all types of mysteries. If you can 
tell me the meaning of these words, I will clothe you in purple robes, with a golden chain 
around your neck, and make you the third ruler in the kingdom.” 
17.Then Daniel answered and said before the king; *Let thy gifts be to thyself; and give 
thy "rewards to another. Yet will I read the writing unto the king, and make known 
unto him the interpretation. 
18.0 thou king, the most-high God ‘gave Nebuchadnezzar, thy grandfather, a kingdom, 
and majesty, and glory, and honour: 
19.And for the majesty that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages, “trembled 
and feared before him: whom he would slew, he slewed; and whom he would, he kept 
alive; and whom he would, he set up; and whom he would, he put down. 
20. But when his heart was lifted up and his mind hardened ‘in pride, he was deposed 
from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him; 
21.And he was 2driven from the sons of men; and “his heart was made like the beasts, 
and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and ‘his 
body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the Most-High God, ruled in 
the kingdom of men, and that he appointed over it whomsoever he will. 
22.And you, his great grandson, O Belshazzar, has not humbled thine heart, even though 
you knew all-of this. 
23.But has lifted up thyself against ithe Lord of Heaven; and ‘they have brought the 
vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy 
concubines, have drunk wine in them: and 'thou have praised the gods of silver, and 
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God 
in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, have you NOT glorified: 
24.Then was "the part of the hand sent from Him: and this writing was written: 
Daniel answered: “You can keep your gifts, or give them to someone else, but even so, I 
will tell you the dream and what it means! 
Your Majesty, the Most-High God gave Nebuchadnezzar, who long ago proceeded you, (5 
generations before you.) a kingdom of majesty and glory and honour. He gave him such 
majesty that all-of the nations of the earth trembled in fear before him. He killed any who 
offended him, and spared the life of any that he liked. At his whim, they rose or they fell. 
BUT, when his heart became hardened with pride, God Almighty removed him from his 
throne, and took away his glory, and he was chased out of his palace into the fields. His 
thoughts and his feelings became those of an animal, and he lived among the wild donkeys; 
he ate grass like the cows and his body was wet with the due of heaven; This was until AT 
LAST, he had the revelation (he knew) that the Most-High God overrules the kingdoms of 
men, and that He can appoint anyone He chooses, to reign over them. 
And you, his successor, O Belshazzar ~ You knew all of this history, but yet you have not 
been humble. For you have defied the Lord of Heaven, and brought here these sacred cups 
from his Temple; and you have defiled them, because you allowed yourself, your officers 
and your wives and concubines, to be drinking wine from them, whilst you were praising 
creation, by worshipping gods of silver, gold, brass, iron, wood, and stone, who are gods 
that neither see, nor hear, nor know anything at all. 
But you have not praised the God Almighty, who gives you the breath of life, and who 
controls your destiny! And so, God Almighty sent those fingers to write this message. 
25.And this is the writing that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, "UPHARSIN 
26. This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE: God has numbered thy kingdom, and 
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27. TEKEL; *You are weighed in the balances, and are found wanting! 

28. PERES: Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the "Medes and the ‘Persians. 

29. Then commanded Belshazzar, and “they clothed Daniel in scarlet (purple) robes, and 
put a gold chain around his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he 
should be the third ruler of the whole kingdom. 

This is what the writing on the wall means: 

MENE means: “numbered” ~ God Almighty has numbered the days of your reign, and they 
have ended! 

“TEKEL means: ‘weighed’ ~ you have been weighed in God’s balance and you have failed 
the test! 

PARSIN means: ‘Divided’; ~ your kingdom will be divided and given to the Medes and the 
Persians. 

Then, at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was robed in purple, and a gold chain was hung 
around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third ruler in the kingdom. 

30.°In that (same) night was Belshazzar, the king (Regent) of the Chaldeans slain. 

31.And ‘Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 

That very night, Belshazzar, the Chaldean king (Regent), was killed, and Darius, the $Mede, 
entered the city, and began reigning at sixty-two years of age. 


CHAPTER SIX: DANIEL IS THROWN INTO THE LIONS DEN 
[This chapter of Daniel is a veiled picture of what happens to Jesus; He commits no sin, is 
sentenced to death; His God protects Him, and he is resurrected. ] 


1. It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom "one hundred and twenty princes, which 
should be over the whole kingdom; 
2. And over these 'three presidents; of whom Daniel was first, that the princes may give 
accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage. 
3. Then this Daniel was preferred above the (other two) presidents, and princes, because 
of an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm. 
At this time in his life, Daniel has already served 5 kings, and was now 85 years old when 
his was appointed third ruler over the whole kingdom. 
When Darius took Babylon, one of the first things he did was to kill three thousand political 
prisoners, including many Babylonian princes and governors. Previously, Belteshazzar had 
appointed Daniel to be the 3% ruler in Babylon. Belteshazzar gets murdered during the 
battle and Darius becomes the next king, who appointed 120 princes to be over the 120 
provinces of the Babylonian kingdom, and then 3 presidents to deal with the daily problems 
of the kingdom, so that the king does not have to worry about trivial matters. 
Daniel was promoted to be the #1 President over the whole kingdom. This means that he 
was still the 3 ruler of the kingdom. 
Needless to say, the 120 princes and the other 2 presidents were not amused that they 
were subordinate to a Jewish prisoner of war, and they sought all manner of ways to 
disgrace him with the king. 
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4. Then the (two) presidents and the (120) princes sought to find occasions against 
Daniel concerning the kingdom: but they could not find none occasion, nor fault: 
forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him. 

5. Then said these men; We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, EXCEPT we 
find it against him concerning the law of his God. 

6. Then these (two) presidents and (120) princes *assembled together to the king, and 
said unto him; King Darius, live forever. 

7. All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and 
the captains, have consulted together, to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm 
decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God, or man, for thirty days, save 
to thee, O King, he shall cast into the den of lions. 


8. Now O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, 
according to °the Law of the Medes and the Persians, which alters not. 


9. ‘Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. 
This made the other Presidents and governors very jealous, and they began searching for 
some fault in the way that Daniel was handling his affairs, so that they could complain to 
the king about him. But when they examined his records, they could not find any fault 
against him, that they could use to criticize him. He was faithful and honest, and he made 
no mistakes. So, they concluded that there only chance ~ “was to trip him up with his 
religion and his God.” 
They decided to go to the king and say; “King Darius, live forever! We presidents, 
governors, counsellors, and deputies have unanimously decided that you should make a 
law, irrevocable under any circumstances, for the next thirty days, that anyone who asks a 
favour of God or man ~ except from you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown to the lions. 
Your Majesty, we request your signature on this law: sign it so that it cannot be cancelled 
or changed: it will a ‘law of the Medes and the Persians’: that cannot be revoked.” So, King 
Darius signed the law; which was to be a trap for Daniel. 
10.Now, when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his 
windows being opened in the chamber (facing) toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees, three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did 
aforetime. 


11.Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making supplication before 
His God. 

12.Then they came near, and spoke before the king, concerning the King’s decree: Have 
you not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man 
within thirty days, save of thee, O King, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king 
answered and said; This is true, ‘according to the laws of the Medes and the Persians, 
which alters not. 
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13.Then answered they and said before the king; That Daniel, which is of the children of 
the captivity of Judah, regards not thee, O King, nor the decree that you have signed, 
but makes his petitions, but makes his petitions three times a day. 

14.Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set 
his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to 

deliver him. 


Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king; Know O king, that 


the law of the Medes and the Persians is: That no decree or statute which the kin 
establishes may be changed. 


16.Then the king commanded and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions 
Now the king spoke and said unto Daniel, Thy God, whom you serve continually, He 
will deliver thee! 
17.And 2a stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of the den: and "the king sealed it 
with his own signet ring, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might not 
be changed concerning Daniel. 
In the document “Final Mysteries Unsealed” by Jack Van Impe, he makes the following 
statement about this section of scripture: 
These verses are a mini-treatise of what true friendship is all about, even though it might 
be expressed in a context we might not expect. Here is a powerful king, who has signed a 
decree under considerable duress, now only to be made aware that his friend, counsellor, 
and confidante, Daniel, has been “caught in the act” of praying to the God of the Hebrews. 
I have seen Christians, “scratch their eyebrows” as they bowed their heads and intoned a 
quick prayer in a restaurant, hoping that no one would see them praying before eating their 
food. BUT NOT DANIEL! No secretive scratching of Jewish eyebrows for this saint of God. 
Daniel know the decree had been signed, and that his life was on the line. Yet he continued 
to pray three times as day, as was the Jewish custom, and not just pray, but pray before 
an open window! He wanted everyone to know what he was doing, and to whom he gave 
his allegiance, as he bowed his head humbly towards Jerusalem, not towards the 
headquarters of the Medes and the Persians. [In the Old Testament, the Jews were 
commanded to go up to Jerusalem to pray, but if they could not do this because of distance, 
they were to turn and face Jerusalem when they prayed, and God would see them and 
answer their prayers, as if they were in Jerusalem. ] 
Matthew 10:32-33 reminds us that; “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I also confess before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me 
before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.” 
It was true in Daniel's day, and it is true in ours (today). God does not put much stock in 
“would-be” believers, who quietly “scratch their eyebrows”, for fear of “being caught in the 
act of praying.” 
Later, Jesus said: “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words, in this 
adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when He 
comes in the glory of the Father with His holy angels”. (Mark 8:38) 
While the first six chapters of Daniel are more historical and devotional, do not forget that 
the essential content of Daniel ~ seen more graphically in the last six chapters, ~ is about 
the return of the Messiah, the coming again of Christ, a moment in time when Jesus will 
remind us that if we have been ashamed of Him, He will be ashamed of us. It cuts both 
ways. 
Then crown hangs heavy on the head of any ruler, and this night the head of Darius was 
heavy indeed. He realized he’d been tricked by his own staff, just so that could get their 
man (their enemy). The problem was that “their mans” was also “Darius’ man”, but for 
completely different reasons. Darius loved Daniel, It, didn’t matter that Daniel was a Jew 
in exile, that he was well up in years, or that he had continued to worship the God of Father 
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Abraham. Daniel was his friend, and Darius loved him. But now, his friend was about to be 
thrown into a den of lions ~ and it was all his fault. Love, real love, seeks to overrule even 
the strictest, most binding decree, BUT, in this case, not even Darius’s friendship with Daniel 
would be enough to save the day, or the man. He has signed the proclamation. He had 
bowed to the pressure of putting himself in a position to be worshipped. Now, he would pay 
the consequences by losing his dear friend. 
That evening, the kingly head tossed and turned, unable to sleep. Darius wished he could 
undo his terrible decree, but it was a law that could not be altered. An eighty-fiver-year- 
old-saint and friend was about by to be killed by hungry lions, and that’s all Darius could 
think about throughout the long, painful night. 
Daniel found himself between a rock and a hard place. He had to do the deed, and Daniel 
was brought to what all assumed would be his ultimate death. BUT note what the king says 
in verse 16; “Thy God whom thou serve continually, He will deliver thee”. What a vote of 
confidence for Daniel. Darius was rooting for his friend, and praying that His God would see 
him through this disastrous ordeal. But would it be enough to spare Daniel the pain and 
physical destruction to his body? 
Many people have questioned “Why did Darius use a lion’s den when the fiery furnace was 
still in existence?” This is because the Babylonians ~ the former rulers, made it their 
practice to use a furnace of fire, as the primary vehicle to execute dissidents and enemies, 
as they’d attempted to do with the three Hebrew children. But now, under the new 
administration ~ of the Medes and the Persians, this was not the appropriate means of 
execution. Here’s the reason; The Medes and the Persians gave their allegiance to a religion 
called Zoroastrianism, and they worshipped the fire god. For them to us fire to execute 
their enemies, would be to desecrate their teachings, putting them on the verge of religious 
sacrilege. Their alternative was a den of hungry lions. ... 
Daniel was lowered into the lions’ den. With the stone now firmly in place, sealed by the 
king and then again by his officials, the drama was ready to unfold. Apparently, Darius did 
not choose to see what he feared would be the inevitable. Instead, he returned to his palace, 
to spend yet another sleepless night. Darius fasted ~ praying, in his own way, for the God 
of the Hebrews to put his cloak of protection around his friend. 
18.Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting, neither were there any 
9instruments of music brought before him: and his sleep went from him. 
19.Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions. 
20.And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the 
king spoke and said to Daniel; “O Daniel, servant of ’the Living God, ‘is thy God, whom 
thou serve continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?” 
21.The Daniel said unto the king; “O king live forever! 
22.°My God has sent his angels and ‘has shut the lion’s mouths, that they have not hurt 
me, forasmuch as before him innocence was found in me; and also, before thee, O 
king, have I done no hurt. 
23.Then was the king exceedingly glad for him, and commanded that they should take 
Daniel up out of the Lon’s den. So, Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner 
of hurt was found upon him, because He believed in his God. 
[Whichever way you look at the miracle, it cannot be denied. When you put your “complete 
trust in God”, He will protect you. ] 
Then the king went back to his palace and went to bed without his dinner. He refused his 
usual entertainment, and did not sleep all night, because he was fasting and praying that 
the God of the Hebrews would protect Daniel from the lions. 
Very early next morning, he hurried out to the lion’s den, and called out in anguish; “O 
Daniel, servant of the Living God, was your God, whom you worship continually, able to 
deliver you from the lions?” 
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Then he heard a voice! “Your Majesty, live forever!” It was Daniel! “My God has sent his 
angel,” he said, “to shut the lion’s mouths, so that they can’t tough me; for I am innocent 
before God; nor sire, have I wronged you.” 

Then the king was beside himself with joy, and ordered that Daniel be lifted from the den. 
And not a scratch was found on him, because he believed in his God. Can you imagine what 
was going through the minds of the people who developed this conspiracy to get rid of 
Daniel, when they heard that he was alive and not a scratch was found upon him, and the 
king had ordered his release from the lion’s den? It was not going to be good news week 
for them! 

24.And the king commanded that they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and 
they cast them into the den of lions, them, “their children and their wives: and the 
lions had the mastery of them, and break all their bones in pieces, or even they came 
at the bottom of the den. 

Then the king issued a command to bring the men who had accused Daniel, and throw 
them into the den, along with their children and their wives (so that their inheritance line 
was completely removed from the records) and the lions leaped upon them and tore them 
apart, even before their bodies even hit the floor of the den. 

25.Then king Darius wrote "unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all-of 
the earth: Peace be multiplied unto you. 

26.I make a decree; That in every dominion of my kingdom, men tremble and fear before 
the God of Daniel: for She is “the Living God, and steadfast forever, and his kingdom, 
that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end. 

27.He delivers and rescues, and he works signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who 
has delivered Daniel from the ‘power of the lions. 

28.So, this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of ‘Cyrus the Persian. 

After this miracle, King Darius writes this message, addressed to everyone in his empire. 
“Greetings! I decree that everyone shall tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, in every 
part of my kingdom. For his God is the living, unchanging God, whose kingdom shall never 
be destroyed, and whose power shall never end. He delivers his people, preserving them 
from harm; he does great miracles in heaven and earth: it is he who delivered Daniel from 
the power of the lions.” 

So, Daniel prospered, in the reign of Darius, (he is now elevated to 2™ in command of the 
whole kingdom), under Darius, and later in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 


CHAPTER SEVEN: HIS VISION OF THE 4 BEASTS & GOD’S KINGDOM 


1. [LD] In the first year of 9Belshazzar, king of Babylon, Daniel "had a dream and visions 
of his head upon his bed; then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the ‘matter; 
2. Daniel spoke and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, ‘the four winds of the 
heaven strove upon the great sea. 
3. And four great beasts ‘came up from the sea, diverse one from another. 
4. The first was like a lion, and had 'eagles wings, I beheld till the wings thereof were 
plucked, "and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet like a 
man, and a man’s heart was given to it. 
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5. And behold “another beast, a second “like to a bear, and ‘it raised up itself on one 
side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it, between the teeth of it: and they said 
thus unto it; Arise, devour much flesh. 

6. After this, I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four 
wings of a fowl; the beast also “four heads; and dominion was given to it. 

7. After this, in the night visions, and behold ‘a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and 
strong exceedingly: and it had great ‘iron teeth: It devoured and brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with the feet of it; and it was diverse from all the beasts that 
were before it: and %it had ten horns. 

8. I considered the horns, and behold, "there came up among them, another little horn, 
before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and behold, 
in this horn were eyes like the eyes ‘of man, and 4a mouth speaking great things. 


INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTER 7 

We are now going to move away the “historical” material in chapters one through six, and 
start looking at the “Prophetic material”, which starts in chapter 7. Daniel’s end-time 
dreams, describe real-time events, which are to come. Now 2,500 years later, we can start 
to see these events unravel, right before our very eyes. 

Chapter 2, described Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the giant statue, with the head of gold, 
right down to the feet and toes of iron mixed with clay. This was a clear prophetic dream 
of how the Babylonian empire would be destroyed by the Medo-Persian forces, and this is 
accurately predicted, that they would be supplanted by the conquering empires of Greece, 
and then Rome. 

Chapter 7 refers to these same identical empires, but in the form of “beasts”, 
indicating that in the “final revived Roman Empire”, there will be many problems as it is 
being restored. We can see some of these in the framework of the European Union, which 
has now taken shape. In chapter 2 there is “unity”, but in chapter 7, there is “diversity”, 
and this all goes to prove the fulfilment of Daniel 12:4, which says: “but thou, O Daniel, 
shut up the words, and seal the book, even to “the time of the end”: many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” 

The Book of Daniel is deliberately designed by God to be a mysterious, closed, sealed book, 
until the time of the end, BUT at the time of the end, the Holy Spirit will enlighten people 
to expound this great portion of God’s word. This is now the assignment of the Church 
in these last days, and you are going to be part of this process as we go together to 
unravel these mysteries together. 


THE TIME OF THE GENTILES 

The Jewish people, controlled Jerusalem until 586 BC, and then according to Daniel 1:1 
Nebuchadnezzar and his troops marched into the Holy City and took many of its inhabitants 
back to Babylon as captives. 

It is important to remember this single historical event marks “The beginning of the Age 
of the Gentiles”. This is confirmed by Jesus in Luke 21:24 when He said:” And they shall 
fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
by fulfilled.” Jesus was clearly saying that Jerusalem would remain under Gentile control, 
until the time of the end. 
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Even though we are still in the era of “the times of the Gentiles”, this remarkable historical 
event reminds us how close we are to the time of the end. Why do I say this? 
In Zechariah 14:2-4, God Almighty states the following: 

“For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and 
the houses rifled, and the women ravished: and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, 
and the remainder of the people shall not be cut off from the city. THEN shall the LORD go 
forth, and fight against those nations, and when he fought in the day of battle. And His feet 
shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, 
and the Mount of Olives, shall cleave in the midst thereof, towards the east and towards 
the west. And there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove to 
the North, and half of it toward the south. 

This entire scenario began in 586 BC with Nebuchadnezzar ~ and it ends when 
Jesus Christ returns to take Jerusalem back from the Gentiles. 

We are extremely close to that time right now and here is the reason why. The Gentiles 
could not take the City of Jerusalem from the Jews, until the Jews re-took the city and 
controlled it ~ which took place in June 1967 after the six-day war. They had re-taken the 
city after 2,553 years of Gentile dominion. According to Jesus, (the one who knows the end 
from the beginning) the generation who lived to see this event will be alive for the battle 
to recapture Jerusalem, by the Gentiles, and see Christ’s return to this existing earth. 

So now we have heard this exciting news, let us examine the four Beasts. 


THE FOUR BEASTS 

The Dream of Daniel about the four winds and the four beasts, represents the SAME FOUR 
POWERS, we read about in in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2. These are: Babylon, 
Medo-Persian, Greece, and Rome, along with the 10 toes mixed with iron and clay; a 
description of the “revived Roman Empire” ~ a re-grouping of nations, like the European 
Union. The 4 beast has 10 horns, (similar to the 10 toes on Nebuchadnezzar’s image: 
again, it is symbolic of the restored Roman Empire. 

The 4 winds blowing upon the sea denotes trouble, and all-of the nations near the Sea of 
Galilee, the Dead Sea, and the Mediterranean Sea have all experienced troublesome times 
during their history. But it is only when the European Union produces the Antichrist, will 
the whole realise what “real trouble” really is. 

Isaiah 57:20 states: “But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt.” 

Beast #1: 

A Lion with the wings of eagles ~ is the power that Nebuchadnezzar saw as “the head of 
gold” ~ the Babylonian Empire. The wings of the eagle denotes a swift beast, who is able 
to swiftly conquer nations with its armies. But its wings are plucked, showing that the 
empire begins to deteriorate. The first beast is given a man’s heart. Nebuchadnezzar spent 
7 years living like a beast, eating grass, until his conversion, becoming a king who was 
FINALLY compassionate to his subjects. 

Beast #2: 

This is a bear that raises itself up on one side, holding 3 ribs, in its teeth ~ representing 
Lydia, Babylon and Egypt. This is a hungry beast, and capable of gorging itself. This beast 
is a symbol of the Medes and the Persians. History shows that the Persians, had their 
superior military might; and as a result, the Bear “lifted up one side”, taking control of the 
whole empire, under King Cyrus. This is all borne out by historical facts. 

Beast #3: 

This is Greece, a leopard with 4 wings and 4 heads. This represents Alexander the Great, 
with his speedy armies. Alexander conquered 1.5 million square miles of the globe. This 
empire stretched from Greece to India. 


Beast # 4: 
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This final beast is ROME! A terrible beast who has great power to maim, kill and destroy. 
This power is so horrible that no animal on earth can represent it! Its image of 10 teeth, is 
similar to the 10 toes of the image in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. Its 10 horns is a graphic 
description of the Revived Roman Empire. This was fulfilled when Greece became the 10" 
nation to join the European Union. 

People want confirmation of this interpretation of the dream. All-of the nations are 
mentioned by name in Daniel 1:1, 8:20-21, and Romans 1:7. These empires, cover a 
historical period of 676 years. 

9. [LD] I beheld until *the thrones were cast down, and °“the Ancient of Days” did sit, 
‘whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his 
throne was like the fiery flame, and “his wheels as burning fire. 

10.A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him; a *thousand-thousands (10°), 
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand (10°) stood before him: 
‘the judgement was set and the books were opened. 

11.I beheld them, because of voice of the great words which the horn spoke: I beheld 
even Yuntil the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning 
flame. 

12.As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away; yet "their 
lives were prolonged for a season and time. 

13. [M] I saw in the night visions and, behold, one like ‘the Son of Man came with the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him near before 
him. 

14.And /there was given him dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom, that which shall not be destroyed. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT BEGINS TO REVEAL THE END-TIME EVENTS 
It is only in this last century that the Holy Spirit has started to unseal and reveal of this 
book and of Daniel’s dream. The historical significance of these first three beasts is easy to 
establish, and interpret, the “ten toes” (Daniel 2:41-42,44) and the ten horns described in 
(Daniel 7:7,20,24) and confirmed in (Revelation 12:3, 13:1, 17:3,7,12.16) have to be 
examined in great detail, to fully understand its timely, and spiritual significance. 

In 1947, Benelux came to power and Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg ~ the first 
three horns of the fourth beast emerged of what now is the European Union. 


In 1957, just 10 years after the first three horns appeared, France, Italy, and Germany, 
joined the confederation, now making it 6 horns, with the Treaty of Rome. 

In 1973, Britain, Ireland, and Denmark, joined to make the total now 9 horns. Then on the 
1st January 1981, Greece joined the group, to make it 10 horns. 

At this point, many evangelists were excited that the 10 horns were now in place, for God 
to move. [But the scholar knew there was more yet to come]. 

In Daniel 7:8, 20, 24, we read that the confederation will grow to 13 horns. This has already 
taken place with Spain and Portugal joining the EU in 1986 (horns #11 & 12). Then 10 
years later, Austria joined the EU to make it thirteen horns. 
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No longer is this the fulfilment of prophecy in the Book of Daniel and confirmed in the Book 
of Revelation, but it is now appearing in our newspapers and TV news broadcasts; These 
prophecies are being fulfilled each day, before our eyes, if we have spiritual eyes to see, 
and to hear. 
THE LITTLE HORN 
The Little Horn is referred to in Daniel 7:8. Who is it, and what is its influence? Martin Luther 
said that the little horn is the Antichrist of the future, clearly referred to in the New 
Testament. It appears for then end-time period referred to in Daniel 12:4. The Antichrist 
arises at the last day out of this group of 10 nations, as the European Union is now in place. 
THE BEAST SPEAKS 
In Daniel 7:11, the “little horn” The Beast speaks, and his words are great. This event takes 
place during the Tribulation Hour. This is when the little horn, The Beast, the Antichrist, 
comes to power. This is confirmed in Revelation 13;5-6, “And there was given unto him a 
mouth speaking great things, and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue 
for 42 months. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his 
name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.” 
The antichrist blasphemes God, and proclaims himself God, BUT Jesus destroys him with 
the brightness of His coming (2 Thessalonians 2:8). More devastation occurs when the 
Beast and the false prophet are thrown into the Lake of Fire, burning with fire & brimstone. 
(Revelation 19:20). At this time, Satan is locked up for 1,000 years, while Jesus (and His 
bride) rule over the existing earth (the Kingdom of this world). Then Satan is cast into hell, 
where after 1,000 years the beast and the false prophet are waiting for him, proving that 
Hell, does not destroy you ~ it is eternal punishment! 
What about the other beasts in Daniel’s dream? 
Their dominions were taken away as follows. 

e The Medes & the Persians destroyed Babylon; 

e The Greeks destroyed the Medes and the Persians; 

e And the Romans destroyed Greece. 

e Their kingdoms were taken away but they still remain, because their cultures and 

customs were passed on to the conquering nations. 

Remember the Old Persian Empire, is today’s Iran and Iraq. Do you not agree that these 
two nations still exist, and are still causing havoc in this area and all around the world today 
with their international terrorist attacks. 


THE SON OF MAN & THE ANCIENT OF DAYS 

In Daniel 7:13, Daniel in his dream sees one like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds 
of heaven. This person is definitely the Messiah, referred to in several placed, even by Jesus 
Himself. 

In Matthew 8:20; “And Jesus said unto him; the foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of Man has not where to lay his head.” Matthew 24:30 says; “And 
then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven; and then shall all-of the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven, with 
power and great glory.” 

Now the “Ancient of Days” ~ Yahweh, presents the kingdom to His Son, Jesus Christ. This 
shows that the Father is still in charge, and has given the kingdom to His Son. [The scripture 
in Matthew chapter 28, indicated that the Authority given to Him is “delegated Authority”. ] 
The moment when the Ancient of Days takes this action is where we see “the Stone cut 
without hands” smashes the feet of the 10 toes of the image in Daniel 2:45. This also 
announces the return of Jesus Christ, (He IS the Rock ~ 1 Corinthians 10:4) to do battle 
for His kingdom, as recorded in Revelation 19:11 where Jesus returns on a white horse, 
with the heavenly armies following him, and the Battle of Armageddon takes place, and 
Jesus comes to set up his Kingdom that shall have no end. (Revelation 19:19-21). David 
saw this and it is described in Psalm 2:1-6: 

Why do the heathens rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set 
themselves up, and take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, 
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saying; Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He that sits 
in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. THEN shall he speak unto 
them in His wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet, have I set my King upon my 
Holy Hill of Zion. 

This is the climax of the scriptures, when the Gentile kingdoms end?, and when Jesus is 
seated upon the throne of David. Luke 1:32-33 says; “He shall be great, and He shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: And He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and his 
kingdom there shall have no end. After 1,000 years, the earth is purged, a new Heaven 
and a new Earth and Christ rules eternally upon the new Earth (1 Corinthians 15:24-28). 


15.[M] I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit in-the-midst-of my °body, and the visions of 
my head troubled me. 

16.I came unto ‘one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all-of this. So, he 
told me, and made me know the interpretation the things. 

17.These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth. 

18.But the saints of the “Most-High shall take the Kingdom, and possess the kingdom for 
ever, even for ever and ever. 

19.Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse “from all-of the 
others, exceedingly dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass, which 
devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with His feet; 

20. And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and 
before whom three fell: 

21.I beheld, and the same horn ‘made war with the saints, and prevailed against them! 

22.Until the Ancient of Days came, and judgement was given to the saints of the Most- 

High; and the time came that the saints possessed the Kingdom. 
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26.[M] But the judgement (of the saints) shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, 
to consume and to destroy it, unto the end. 

27.And the kingdom and the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the Most-High, "whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and all ‘dominions shall serve and obey HIM. 

28.Hitherto is the end of the matter. JAs for me, Daniel, my cogitations much troubled 
me, and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart. 


And Daniel wrote in his report that He was confused by what he had seen, so I approached 
one of those standing beside the throne what did these mean and He explained them to 
me: “These four huge animals” he said, “represent four kings who will someday rule the 
earth. But in the end, the people of the Most-High God shall rule the governments of the 
world forever and forever.” [For those who say that Christians should not get involved in 
politics, then you need to re-consider this verse, straight from the throne room of heaven]! 
Then I asked about the fourth animal, the one so brutal and shocking, with its iron teeth 
and brass claws, that tore men apart, and that stamped others to death, with its feet. 
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[Notice it has iron teeth (Rome) and brass claws (Greece), so this is a mixture of two 
empires, which now both belong to the European Union!] 

I also asked about the 10 horns, and the little horn that came up later and destroyed three 
of the others ~ the horn with the eye, and loud bragging mouth, the one which is stronger 
than the others. For I had seen this horn warring against God’s people and winning, until 
the Ancient of Days came and opened His court, and vindicated His people, giving them 
worldwide powers of government. 

“The fourth animal,” he told me, “Is the fourth world power (believed to be the Revived 
Roman Empire) that will rule all-of the earth. It will be more brutal than any of the others; 
it will devour the whole world, destroying everything before it. His 10 horns are 10 kings 
that will rise up out of his empire; then another king, will arise, more brutal than the other 
10, and will destroy 3 of these kings. 


BUT THEN, the Ancient of Days will come and open His court of justice, and take all power 
from this vicious king, to consume and destroy it until the end. Then every nation under 
heaven, and all-of their power shall be given to the people of God; they shall rule all things 
forever; and all rulers shall serve and obey them.” 
That was the end of the dream. When I awoke, I was greatly disturbed, and my face was 
pale with fright, but I told no-one what I had seen. 


CHAPTER EIGHT: DANIEL’S VISION OF THE RAM & HE GOAT. 


Introduction 
In the previous chapters, Daniel has had dreams, visions, and revelations about the 
Gentiles, but now The Holy Spirit is starting to answer his questions about what is going to 
happen to the Jews, his own people. He has seen what one empire is going to do to them, 
what are the remaining three empires going to do to his people? 
The vision described in chapter eight, actually took place BEFORE the events described in 
chapter 7. 
The year is 551 BC, and Daniel’s vision sees himself in the Shushan Palace, about 230 miles 
from Babylon. This vision, like some of those in Chapter 7, are of future events. 
The first 14 verses of this chapter are prophetic, relating to the Last Days [LD]; verses 23- 
24 deal with the Tribulation [T]; verse 25 is Millennium reign [M]; and verse 26 is Last Days 
[LD]. 

1. [LD] In the third year of the reign of *Belshazzar, a vision appeared unto me, even 

unto me Daniel, after that which appeared to me °at the first (vision). 

2. And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at “Shushan, in the 
palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river 
of Ulai. 

3. Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, there stood before the river a ram which had two 
horns; and the two horns were high; but one was higher than %the other, and the 
higher one came up last. 

4. I saw the ram “pushing westwards, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts 
may stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand: but 
he ‘did according to his will, and he became great. 

5. And as I was considering (this vision), behold, a male goat came from the west on 
the face of the whole earth, and 9touched not the ground: and the goat has "a notable 
horn between his eyes. 
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6. And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the 
river, and ran into him with the fury of his power. 

7. And I saw him close unto the ram, and *he was moved with choler against him, and 
smote the ram, and broke his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand 
before him, but he cast him down the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was 
none that could deliver the ram out of his hand. 

8. Therefore, that he (male) goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great 
horn was broken; and for it came up "four notable ones towards the four winds of 
heaven. 

9. And out of one of them came forth ‘a little horn, which waxed exceedingly great, 
toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land. 

10.And it waxed great, even “to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host, 
and of the stars to the ground, and stamped on them. 

11.Yes, he magnified himself, even *to the prince of the host, and ‘by him, the daily 
sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was taken down. 

12.And a host was given him, against the daily sacrifice, by reason of transgression, and 
it cast down the truth to the ground: and it practised and prospered. 

The first part of his vision also refers back to the events in chapter 7, but the symbolism of 
the four empires change. For example; 
In this Chapter, once again, we have The Medo-Persian Empire identified, but the symbols 
depicting the empire have changed. In chapter two, it was described as the silver 
breastplate of the giant statue. 
In chapter seven, we had the symbol for the Medo-Persian empire being a bear with 3 ribs 
in its mouth raised up on one side, signifying that one part of the empire is stronger than 
the other. 
And now here in this vision, we have the SAME Medo-Persian empire, but symbolised by a 
ram, with two horns ~the two parts of the empire, with this again signifying that one part 
of the empire is stronger than the other. 
This is historically correct, as the because the Persian rulers, when engaging in foreign 
military battles wore the ram’s head on his head, as a symbol of his power. 
In this vision the ram (Medo-Persian empire) goes into action, butting and destroying his 
enemies: [Babylonia Asia Minor and Syria] in the west, [Armenia and around the Caspian 
Sea], in the north, and then Ethiopia and Egypt] in the south. 
Up until now this dream is just a re-run of the dreams in chapters 2 & 7, but now they are 
expanded, as more detail information is revealed to Daniel. 
Greece, here represented by the goat, the brass on the statue image in chapter 2, and the 
leopard with wings in chapter 7, denotes the awesome power and swiftness of the Greco- 
Macedonian army. 
Now we see a little horn arise between the eyes of the goat, symbolising the rise of their 
first great king ~ Alexander the Great. His crowning victory comes with the destruction of 
the once thought, invincible Medo-Persian after a 3-year battle in [334-331 BC]. 
Sadly, a spiritual problem existed: Alexander the Great had conquered the outside world, 
but had failed to conquer the demons within and died at thirty-two years of age, because 
of his immoral behaviour. 
Again, the Holy Spirit accurately predicts the events which take place after Alexander’s 
death. The “four horns” which replaces the one broken horn, signifies the 4 generals that 
divide up Alexander’s great empire: 

> Ptolemy, becomes master of Egypt, Cyrene, Cyprus, and Palestine; 

> Seleucus, grabbed Syria, Babylonia, and the southern area of Asia Minor; 

> Cassander, took possession of Macedonia and Greece; 

> Lysimachus, became the uncontested ruler of Thrace & western Asia Minor. 
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But now the plot thickens as Daniel sees a new vision unfold before his eyes. It is a fifth 
horn. It starts small and rises quickly to quickly become a great influence and power 
towards the south and the east, and the “beautiful land.” 

One must remember that Daniel is looking at visions of the future, and this vision has now 
jumped 200 years into the future, and describes the rise of Antiochus IV, (also known as 
Epiphanes), who had no legitimate right to the throne ~ but took it and became ruler 
number 8, of the greatly expanded Seleucid division of the Greek empire. 

ENTER THE MADMAN! 

He had a fierce hatred for the Jews, and was a very cruel ruler. The other reason he appears 
in this vision is to show that God knows the end from the beginning and that his mention 
here is a shaded image of the antichrist. Remember, chapter 7 is the chapter about the rise 
of antichrist. The descriptions of the cruelty and desecration in chapter eight explains the 
desecration that the antichrist will bring upon the house of Israel. 

The antichrist will glorify himself as their prince ~ just as one day, Jesus Christ will rule as 
their King. The antichrist will do his very best to even “appear as Christ” ~ arriving on a 
white horse, in an attempt of complete deception. 2 Thessalonians 2:4 states that the 
antichrist “opposes and exalts himself above all that is called GOD, or that is worshipped; 
so that he, as God, sits in the Temple of God, proclaiming that he is God.” 

He slaughtered more than one hundred thousand Jews, demanding that the “survivors 
substitute idols for God in the Temple. He tore up the Holy Law, defiled their women, 
desecrated their Sabbath, hanged circumcised babies, and forced the Jews to sacrifice a 
pig, on the Holy Altar in the Temple. To add insult to injury he ordered that the coins be 
stamped Epiphanes ~ God! Such blasphemy does not go unpunished! 


an" 


The Sign of Things to Come 

Antiochus Epiphanes performed one of the greatest massacres of all time, boasting about 
it, every chance he had. If you want to know more about him and his terrible deeds, and 
his reign of terror, read the Book of Maccabees 1:29-64. 


This madmen’s behaviour is but a warning of what is to come in the future, when the 
antichrist appears. Like Epiphanes, there was mild acceptance of his reign in the early 
stages, but in the “time of the end”, the “Beast” will make a peace contract with Israel, and 
in the middle of the peace process, he will break this contract, and rescind his word. 


Daniel 9:24 says: “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the 
middle of the week, he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease.” 
ANTICHRIST ~ “TEMPORARILY” IN CONTROL 


This event, now clearly identifies that the antichrist has become the devil incarnate. Just as 
Jesus was God in human form, the antichrist during the second half of the Tribulation Period 
of 3? years, will have Satan living inside of him, proclaiming that “I am God”, just like 
Epiphanes the madman, had the coins stamped Epiphanes ~ God. 

13.[LD] Then I heard “one saint speaking, and another saint said unto °that certain saint 
which spoke; ‘How long shall the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the 
transgression ‘of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden 
underfoot?’ 


4 4:13 > [h]~ the numberer of secrets, or, © [h]~ making desolation 
the wonderful numberer. 
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14.And he said unto me; “Unto two thousand-three hundred (2,300) ¢days; then shall the 
shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” 


DANIEL’S CONCERN FOR ISRAEL 

After watching these terrifying events in his vision, Daniel’s main concern is how long will 
these terrible persecutions upon his people, and upon Israel. At this point in his vision, he 
hears a conversation between two angels. He heard one angel ask another “how long will 
this littlke horn be allowed to carry out this transgression of desolation; for both the 
sanctuary, and the host will be trodden underfoot. 

And he heard the “Numbering angel” give the answer: it would continue for twenty-three 
hundred (2,300) days. Again, this prophecy is historically correct! Antiochus Epiphanes 
desecrated the Temple, persecuted the Jews, and wreaked havoc on all who believed in 
God Almighty, from 6 September 171 BC, until 25'" December 165 BC, EXACTLY 
2,300 DAYS! 


15.And it came to pass, when I, even I, Daniel had seen the vision, and sought for the 
meaning, then, behold, there stood before me, as the appearance of a man. 

16.And I heard a man’s voice between the banks of the °Ulai (River) which called and 
said; ‘Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision. 

17.So, he (Gabriel) came near to where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid and fell 
on my face: but he said unto me; Understand, O son of man, for “at the time of the 
end” shall be the vision. 

18.Now, as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep, on my face towards the 
ground; but he touched me, and ‘set me upright. 

19.And he said: Behold, I will make you know what shall be in the last end of the 
indignation: for at the time appointed, the end shall be. 

20.°The ram which you saw having two horns, are the kings of Media and Persia. 

21.And ‘the rough goat, is the king of Grecia: and the great horn, that is between the 
eyes, 9is the first king. 

22.Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms, shall stand up, 
out of the nation, but not in his power. 

23.[T] And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors "have come to the 
full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. 

24.And his power shall be mighty, ‘but not by his own power: and he shall destroy 
wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the 
Jholy people. 

25.[M] And ‘through his policy also, he shall cause craft to prosper, in his hand: and he 
shall magnify himself in his heart, and by ‘peace shall destroy many: he shall also 
stand up against the Prince of Princes; but he shall be broken ™without hand. 

26.[LD] And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore, 
shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days. 

GABRIEL ~ THE MESSENGER FROM GOD 

As Gabriel commences to explain Daniel’s vision, he falls to the ground. Daniel now 
understands the terror and persecution that shall befall his own people. But the problem 
for Daniel is the references to “end time” events. This is a totally new concept that he has 
never encountered before. 


9 [h]~ evening & mornings f See verse 5 K 14228 
> See verse 2 9 41:3 | Prosperity 
© 9:21; Luke 1:19,26 h Th]~ are accomplished ™ 2:34 
d [h]~ made me stand upon my ' Revelation 17:17 
standing j [h]~ people of the holy ones 


© See verse 3 
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In verse 17, Gabriel refers to the “time of the end,” and then in verse 19, he refers to “the 
appointed time of the end.” Daniel now understand that what is being revealed to him 
involves the Tribulation Period, and it will be in full force. This is elsewhere described as “a 
time of indignation”, and this is because of their hard-hearted rebellion against God. 
What Daniel is saying is the “indignation that began around 730 BC, will continue until the 
Second coming of Jesus Christ. Gabriel is telling Daniel that this vision is not for now, but 
will happen “at the time of the end”. 

Verse 23, is the strongest proof that Antiochus Epiphanes represents the antichrist, and 
that the last part of Daniel’s vision, is not for Daniel’s lifetime. These events, actually start 
to happen 100 years after the death of Antiochus Epiphanes. 

The antichrist, symbolized by Antiochus’ reign of terror, will be empowered by the dragon 
of Revelation 13:2 ~ Satan himself. He will be a proud and charismatic man, the final ruler 
of the revived Roman confederacy, destroying all in his path, making himself the ruler of 
the whole world. He will destroy both the mighty, and the holy by using his two aides, the 
beast, and the false prophet. He will deceive the whole world with His “Universal Peace 
Plan”, (Daniel 11:21,24) and reveal himself as the prince of peace, and towards the end of 
his reign, he will destroy millions who get the revelation that he is a fake. The title Prince 
of Peace is only available to Jesus Christ (Isaiah 9:6). He also continues the charade by 
riding on a white horse (Revelation 6:2), where Jesus Christ rides on the white horse in 
(Revelation 19:11). So, we have the fake, who is faithless and vile; and we have true 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, who is faithful and true. 

Finally, the fake, the antichrist, shall be “broken without hand.”. The parallel continues; 
Antiochus did not die in battle. He went insane. The antichrist did not die by his enemies 
after Satan entered his body. Instead, his is destroyed by Jesus Christ the real King of 
Kings, at His Second Coming back to earth. (2 Thessalonians 2:8). Finally, after 1,000 
years, Satan is cast into the “Lake of Fire & Brimstone” (Revelation 19:20). 


DANIEL’S BROKEN HEART 
The final words of Gabriel to Daniel are an attempt to re-assure a frightened servant of 
God. Gabriel reminds Daniel that the antichrist is not going to rule in his lifetime. 
For this reason, Daniel is ordered to write down the visions in a book, and then seal them, 
so that they can be revealed later as the days of these events rapidly approach. That is why 
this book is so crucial to get the revelation of what is yet to come. This a sequence of events 
that begin with the formation of the European Union, the creation of Israel as a nation on 
the 14° May, 1948, and the recapture of Jerusalem by the Israeli Army, (June 5-10, 1967 
~ the 6-day war). 
Daniel could not grasp the “latter-day” prophecies, because they have been commanded to 
remain sealed mysteries, “until the time of the end.” 

27.And I Daniel fainted, and was sick for several days: afterward, I rose up and did the 

king’s business: and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it. 

Even after Gabriel’s interpretation of the visions, Daniel did not fully understand the visions. 
Finally, Daniel comes before God, as Adonai, trusting the Lord to do what is right, and at 
some later stage, (maybe) to reveal to him what he needs to know about his unanswered 
questions. 


4 6:2-3 
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CHAPTER NINE: DANIEL’S PRAYER AND CONFESSION 


1. *In the first year of the reign of "Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the 
Medes, ‘which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans. 

2. In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood by books and numbers, whereof 
the word of the LORD came to “Yeremiah, the prophet, that he would accomplish 
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 

INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTER 9: 

In this chapter, Daniel comes to realise from God’s word in 2 Chronicles 36, that the Jews 
would be punished for not obeying God’s word, by not protecting their land, and obeying 
the Sabbatical years (letting the land be fallow every 7" year). 

God’s word stated that they would be punished 1 year for every Sabbatical year that they 
had failed to observe (seventy Sabbatical years). Jeremiah 25:11-12 confirmed that this 
also would occur. 

Now Daniel starts doing his maths, and he works out that the 70 years are almost over, 
because the captivity of the Jews started in 605 BC, hence God’s word says that the Jews 
could soon be allowed to go home to Jerusalem & Judah. 

But like in the previous chapters, Daniel has only partial understanding and revelation of 
God's word, and therefore “has jumped the gun”, about what is still to come. This chapter 
reveals “what is still to come.” 

It was now the first year of the reign of King Darius, the son of Ahasuerus. (Darius was a 
Mede, but became King of the Chaldeans). In that first year of his reign, I, Daniel, learned 
from the Book of Jeremiah the prophet, that must lie desolated for a period of seventy 
years. 

3. And I set my face unto the LORD God, to seek “by prayer and supplication, with fasting, 
and sackcloth, and ashes; 

4. And I ‘prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said’ O, LORD, 
the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, 
and to them that keep his commandments; 

5. We have sinned and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 
rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts, and from thy judgements. 


6. 9Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name, 
to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all-of the people of the land. 

7. OLORD, righteousness "belongs to unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces as at this 
day: to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all-of Israel, 
‘that are near, and that are afar off, through all-of the countries whither thou have 
driven them, because of their trespass, that they trespassed against thee. 

8. O LORD, to us belongs confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our 
fathers, because we have sinned against thee. 

9. JTo the Lord our God belongs mercy and “forgiveness, (even) though we have rebelled 
against him. 

10.Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws, which he 
set, before us by his servants his prophets. 

11.Yes, ‘all Israel have transgressed your law, even by departing, that they might not 
obey thy voice, therefore the curse is poured (out) upon us, and the oath “that is 
written in the law of Moses, "the servant of God, because we have sinned against him. 


4444 f Ezra 10:1 K Psalm 130:4 

2 Jeremiah 25:12; see Appendix 4 9 2 Chronicles 36:15-16 Isaiah 1:4-6; Jeremiah 8:5,10 

© [h]~ in which he " Th]~ thou have ™ Leviticus 26:14; Deuteronomy 

4 Jeremiah 25:12 | Esther 9:20 27:15; 28:15; 29:20,27 

© Nehemiah 1:4 J Nehemiah 9:17 " 4 Chronicles 6:49; 2 Chronicles 
24:9 
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12.And He has confirmed His words, which He spoke against us, and against “our judges 
that judged us, "by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven has not 
been done as have been done upon Jerusalem. 

13. As it is written in the Law of Moses, all-of this evil is come upon us: yet ‘made we 
not our prayers before the LORD our God, that we may turn from our iniquities, and 
understand thy truth. 

14. Therefore, “has the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the LORD 
our God is righteous in all-of His works which He does; for we obeyed not His voice. 

15.And now, O LORD our God, thou has brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt, 
with a mighty hand, and has gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we 
have done wickedly. 

So, I earnestly pleaded with the LORD God [to end our captivity, and to send up back to 
our own land]. As I prayed, I fasted, and wore rough sackcloth, and sprinkled myself with 
ashes, and confessed my sins, and those of my people. 

“O Lord.” I prayed, “You are a great and awesome God: you always fulfill your promises of 
mercy to those who love you, and who keep your laws. But we have sinned so much; we 
have rebelled against you and scorned your commands. We have refused to listen to your 
servants the prophets, who you sent again and again, down through the years, with your 
messages to our kings, and to our princes, and to all-of the people. 

O LORD, you are righteous: but as for us, we are always shamefaced with sin, just as you 
see us now; yes, all-of us, the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, and all-of Israel; 
those scattered near and far ~ wherever you have driven us, because of our disloyalty to 
you. O LORD, we, and our kings, and our princes, and our fathers, are all weighed down 
with shame because of our sins. 

But the LORD God is merciful, and pardons even those who have rebelled against Him. O 
LORD, we have disobeyed you, we have flouted all-of your laws, that you gave us through 
your servants, the prophets. 

All-of Israel have disobeyed you; we have turned away from you, and we haven't listened 
to your voice. And as a result of these things, the awesome curse of God has crushed us ~ 
the curse written in the Law of Moses, your servant. 

And you have done exactly what the Law of Moses said; and it is exactly what you have 
done; for never in all-of history has there been a disaster like what happened at Jerusalem, 
to us, and to our rulers. 

Every curse written against us in the Law of Moses, has come true; all-of the evil he 
predicted ~ all has been poured out upon us. But even so, we will still refuse to satisfy the 
LORD our God by turning from our sins, and doing what is right. 

“And so, the LORD deliberately crushed us with the calamity He prepared (and told us about 
through the prophets ~ which we ignored); He is fair in everything he does, but we would 
not listen, nor obey. 

Our LORD our God, you brought lasting honour to your name, by removing your people 
from Egypt, in a great display of your power. Lord, I pray~ Do it again! 

16.0 LORD, “according to all-of your righteousness, I beseech thee, to let thine anger and 
thy fury be turned away from thy city of Jerusalem, ‘thy holy mountain: because for 
our sins and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a 
reproach to all that are about us. 

17.Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and 
"cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s sake. 

18.0 my God, incline thine ear and hear, open thine eyes and behold our desolations, and 
the city, 'which is called by thy name: for we do not /present our supplications before 
thee for our righteousness, but for thy great mercies. 


42 Kings 23:22 © 4 Samuel 12:7; Psalm 31:1; h Numbers 6:25 

> Jeremiah 39:16 a ' [h]~ whereupon thy name is 
© Th]~ entreated not the face See verse 20; Zechariah 8:3 _ called 

4 jeremiah 31:28; 44:27 3 Lamentations 2: 15-16 } [h]~ cause to fall 
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19.0h Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive: O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for *thine own 
sake; O my God; for thy city, and thy people, are called by thy name. 

Even though we have sinned so much, and are full of wickedness, yet because of all-of your 
faithful mercies, LORD, please turn away your furious anger from Jerusalem, your own city, 
your holy mountain. For the heathen mock at you, because your city lies in ruins for our 
sins. 

“O our God, hear your servant's prayers! Listen as I plead! Let your face shine again with 
peace and joy upon your desolate sanctuary ~ for your own glory, Lord. O my God, bend 
down your ear and listen to my plea. Open your eyes and see our wretchedness, how your 
city lies in ruins, ~ for everyone knows that it is yours. We don’t ask because we merit help, 
but because you are so merciful, despite our grievous sins. 

“O Lord, hear: O Lord, forgive. O Lord, listen to me and act! Don’t delay ~ for your own 
sake, O my God, because your people and your city bear your name.” 

20.And while I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin, and the sin of my 
people Israel, and presenting my supplications, before the LORD my God, for the holy 
mountain of my God; 

21.[T] Yes, whilst I was speaking in prayer, even the man °Gabriel, whom I had seen in 
the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly ‘swiftly, ‘touched me “about the time 
of the evening oblation. 

22.And he informed me, and talked with me, and said; O Daniel, I am now come forth ‘to 
give thee skill and understanding. 

23.At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and Iam come 
to show thee, "for thou art ‘greatly beloved: therefore, understand the matter, and 
consider the vision. 

24.Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, ‘to finish the 
transgression, and !to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to “bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and “prophecy, and 
to anoint °the most Holy. 

25.Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem unto ’the Messiah the Prince, shall be seven weeks, 
and three score and two weeks: the streets shall 9be built again, and the ‘wall even in 
Stroublous times. 

26.[F] And after three score and two weeks ‘shall Messiah be cut off, “but not for himself: 
and the people of the prince that shall come, shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; 
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war “desolations are 
determined. 

27.[T] And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in-the-midst-of 
the week (3*/days) he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblations to cease, and for the 
overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the 
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 


THE THIRD HEAVEN 

Even as Daniel was still praying, Gabriel whose dwelling place is in the Third Heaven (2 
Corinthians 12:2-3) appears beside him, offering comfort & understanding and telling him; 
“that he is greatly loved.” To understand the distance that Gabriel had to travel consider 
this. Scientists have found a quasar that is eighty-two trillion billion miles out in space. 


# Psalm 79:9-10; 102:15-16 ' Th]~ of desires 9 [h]~ return and rebuilt 


3 8:16 j [h]~ made thee a name " [h]~ breach, or ditch 
© [h]~ with weariness, or flight K Th]~ to restrain S [h]~ straight of 
¢ 8:18 ! [h]~ to seal up © Mark 9:12; Luke 24:26,46 
© 1 Kings 18:36 ™ Isaiah 53:11 “ [h]~ and shall have nothing; 1 
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Vv 
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(82*107! miles). Light travels at 186,000 miles per second (3.8*10° metres per second), so 
when a scientist talks of “one light year”, he is talking about the distance that light would 
travel in one year, which is 6 trillion miles (6* 1012). So, in the time you took to breathe in 
one breath, Gabriel had travelled that distance from the Third Heaven to earth, to give 
Daniel the understanding of what is to happen in the immediate and in the distant future. 
Isn't it interesting that God hears our prayers and can act on them immediately ~ or leave 
us wait a while, to make us trust him more. 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SEVENTY WEEKS 


Gabriel delivers a new revelation to Daniel, that God will still continue to punish Israel for 
at least seventy time seven more years (490 Hebrew calendar years). This is AFTER the 
end of the Babylonian captivity. 


The following prophecy deals exclusively with Israel. This means that the Messiah has to 
arrive within the time frame above commencing from 445 BC (Gregorian calendar). 

Why was there an additional 70 years of chastisement? The Jews had a Sabbath day which 
they were to honour by law. They were commanded to work for six days and rest on the 
seventh day, just as is defined in the creation story (Genesis 2:2). But the Jews were 
greedy, so they refused to obey this commandment, and they continued to work on the 
seventh day. 

Because of their disobedience and rebellion, the Jews paid dearly with 490 Hebrew calendar 
years of punishment and captivity. Jeremiah predicted this judgement of 70 years in 
Jeremiah 25:9-11. 

This punishment was to be administered to deal with the following issues: 

1. To finish the transgression: The Jews did not allow the land to rest for 70 
sabbaticals (490 years). When Jesus comes, He restores them to their land 
permanently, see (Zechariah 13:1 which says: “In that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and 
uncleanness.” 

2. To make and end of sins: The corporate sin of Israel will come to an end, at the 
Second coming of Jesus Christ. Because Jesus died for the sins of the whole world ~ 
this includes the Jews ~ (Hebrews 10:17). 

3. To make reconciliation for iniquity: During this seventy-week period, God 
Almighty has made redemption available to all, through the sacrificial death & 
resurrection of Jesus Christ (Zechariah 12:10). 

4. And to bring an everlasting righteousness: This speaks of the return of Jesus 
Christ, and he established his kingdom, returning to his kingdom as the King of Kings 
& Lord of Lords. (Revelation 21:27). The revelation here is that we cannot ever have 
a “peaceful world” until Jesus comes and binds up Satan for 1,000 years. THEN, there 
is peace for 1,000 years. 

5. To seal up the vision and prophecy: Daniel was instructed to seal up the prophecy 
until the end. We are rapidly approaching that time, so we have to clearly understand 
what is ahead of us, because there is no longer anything left to predict. Now, we are 
rapidly approaching the implementations phase of the “end time prophecies”. Very 
soon the Son of Man will be in our midst and these prophecies will be forever. 

6. To anoint the most Holy: This refers to Ezekiel chapters 41-46, where the Holy of 
Holies is anointed after its construction (Ezekiel chapter 40). When the Lord Jesus 
returns, His Father (Yahweh) says: “I set my king upon the holy hill of Zion” (Psalm 
2:6). Just as God’s priests in the Old Testament, and his servants, in the New 
Testament were anointed for holy service, so Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, the 
King of Kings, will be anointed for the centuries to come. 
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7. The rebuilding of the wall: It was to be rebuilt in troublesome times. It started to 
be rebuilt on March 14 445 BC, and it took seven week (49 years) to complete ~ 
and it happened right on schedule. 


JESUS CHRIST SHALL REIGN AS KING 

Don’t get confused because there is a second part of this prophecy, that refers to the 
presentation of Jesus as King. There are TWO princes referred to in this text. The first is 
Jesus, who will reign as the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). The second prince is the Roman 
general who invades Jerusalem. 

Here we are talking about the first Prince ~ Jesus Christ, who will be cut off after 69 weeks, 
or 483 years. Now we take these 483 years and multiply them by the Old Hebrew calendar 
(360 days per year), which equates to 173,880 days. 

From the day that Nehemiah said; “You may go ahead and rebuild your wall and Jerusalem” 
[14'" March, 445 BC] to the day that Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem on the foal of a 
donkey (6 April 32 AD) ~ was exactly 173,880 days! The prophecy was absolutely 
correct! They were looking for a king! If the Jewish leaders had been studying these Old 
Testament scriptures, they would have known He was the Messiah. 

Day # 173,880 was the crowning day of Jesus, and the Jewish people’s minds did not grasp 
or understand it. And because of this, they failed to recognise their Messiah! So, this 
prophecy was fulfilled to the very day. One can assume therefore that all-of the other 
prophecies in the book of Daniel will also be fulfilled, exactly on time. 


THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE 

From the explanations above, we can see that God knows the end from the beginning and 
that everything stated in prophecies, given by God’s prophets, shall come to pass exactly 
as per His time plan. 

When the Third Temple is built, all will be peaceful ~ for a while, but then midway through 
the Tribulation hour (3? years), the antichrist will sit proudly upon the throne and claim to 
be the world’s god (2 Thessalonians 2:4). The false prophet will create an image of the 
Antichrist, as described in Revelations 13:15; and just like in times past, the people will be 
commanded to bow down to the image of the “Revived Roman Empire” (Daniel 7:8); just 
like Nebuchadnezzar commanded that they bow down and worship him. 

Those who refuse to bow down will be killed. (Revelation 13:15; 20:4-5). When the pagan 
tyrant Antiochus Epiphanes set up his pagan deities in the place of the Most-High God, and 
put a sow on the Most-High Altar, it was called “the abomination of desolation” according 
to the statements made by Jesus in Matthew 24:15, and Mark 13:14. Why did He do this? 
To defile the Temple of the Most-High God. 

The Jews revere their holy temple ~ the Antichrist mocks it (just like the robber mocked 
Jesus on the cross), and then the antichrist breaks one of the Jews’ commandments, which 
prevents idols being placed inside the temple. (Exodus 20:4-5). At this point in time, their 
long sought-for temple becomes desolate, because of the abomination idol established 
inside the Temple. 


THE CALM BEFORE THE STORM 

In Matthew 24:15-21, Jesus says: “When you therefore see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whosoever reads this, let him 
understand:) then let them that be in Judah flee into the mountains: Let him that is upon 
the housetops, not come down to take anything out of his house: Neither let him which is 
in the field, return back to take his clothes. And woe to them that are with child, and to 
them that give suck in those days! But pray that your flight be not in the winter, neither 
on the Sabbath day: For then shall be great Tribulation, such as never happened before, 
since the beginning of time until that day, nor shall it ever be again. 

Why should we flee? Because Satan’s 42 months of hell on earth is about to be unleashed 
upon an unsuspecting world, and he’s filled with wrath (Revelation 12:12). Then, Russia 
marches to attack Israel, the satanic image is set up in the Temple during the final 3” years 
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of the Tribulation, known as the Great Tribulation (7:14); It is now, “the time of the end”, 
(Daniel 11:40; 12:4). 
This revelation and its interpretation of the vision delivered to Daniel by angel Gabriel, 
contained two important elements, like a two-edge sword it contained gloom, and hope. 
e Gloom, because the Antichrist is about to appear; and 
e Hope, because Jesus comes back to earth and destroys him, with the brightness of 
His coming (2 Thessalonians 2:8). 
Today we are experiencing the “calm before the storm”, but the handwriting is on the 
wall, for all those who have eyes to see, and earth to hear. 


WHERE ARE WE IN 2022? 


In 2015, the Jews re-constituted the Sanhedrin and elected a new High Priest. This is the 
first High Priest since 70 A.D., when the Temple was destroyed by the Roman General (the 
second prince). 

In 2017 the Sanhedrin constructed, dedicated & consecrated, the Altar for the Third Temple, 
outside of the city Wall of Jerusalem (because in the Davidic Temple, the animals are killed 
outside the city) and the blood is brought into the Temple to be sprinkled on the Holy Altar. 
In 2022, (just before the end of the Hebrew year 5782,) 5 red heifers, without blemish 
were brought into Israel, to be used to pour out their blood when the cleanse and the purify 
the foundations for the New Third Temple, as described in Ezekiel chapter 40. All the stage 
is set, ready for God to move the last few pieces into place, so that the “End of the Age of 
the Gentiles” will start ending. 


The animal sacrifice Altar for the Third | Five heifers arrived in Israel in September 
Temple, outside the City Wall in Jerusalem | 29-22, ready to be sacrificed for the 
cleansing of the Temple soil, before the 
construction commences, and at each 
stage of construction, until its completion, 
which will only take 12 weeks to compete. 
Everything is ready for the Third Temple to start construction ~ all that is required, is for 
God Almighty to give the go ahead. 


CHAPTER TEN: DAVID SEES A GLORIOUS VISION 
DANIEL SEE JESUS! 


1. In the third year of Cyrus, King of Persia, a thing was revealed unto Daniel, @?whose 
name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was 
long: and he understood the thing, and he had-understanding-of the vision. 

2. In those days, I, Daniel, was mourning three full weeks. 

3. Iate no ‘pleasant bread, neither came flesh or wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint 
myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

4. And in the four & twentieth day of the first month (Nisan), as I was by the side of 
the great river, which is “Hiddekel (Tigris River); 

5. Then I lifted up mine eyes and looked, and behold, °a certain man, ‘clothed in linen, 
Iwhose loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz; (a.k.a, Ophir) 

6. His body was also "like the beryl, and his face, ‘as the appearance of lightning, and his 
eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet, like the colour of polished brass, and 
Jthe voice of his words like the voice of a multitude. 

7. And I, Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision: 
but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. 

8. Therefore, I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength 
in me; for my kcomeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength. 

9. Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, 'then was 
I in a deep sleep, on my face, and my face towards the ground. 


DANIEL’S STATE OF MIND 

This vision came just two years after King Cyrus had issued the decree, that the Jews could 
go back to Israel, to rebuild the Temple and to re-establish the nation of Israel. But for 
some unexplained reason, Daniel, who by now would have close to 85 years old, did not go 
with them. Maybe he thought he could stay as the king’s senior advisor, and protect the 
interests of the Jews in the Province of Israel ~ but also the Jews who remained behind in 
other parts of the Babylonian empire. He already knew, from previous visions, that the 
“time of the end” would bring great hardship and persecution for the Jews. 


DANIEL UNDERSTANDS THE VISION 

The vision that Daniel receives is hard for him to hear, and/or to accept even deep in his 
heart he knew it was true. The vision revealed the greatest war to ever be upon the earth, 
a future conflict, which would have an additional element never recorded in history before. 
This was the angelic invasion which would be involved in shaping the international events 
and this war was directed at the annihilation of Israel, by all-of the nation on earth. Israel 
would have to stand alone against an immense military force. This was so terrible, 
considering Daniel knew that they had suffered so much. He understood that this event was 
way into the future, and definitely not in his lifetime. 

Daniel understood that during these “seventy weeks” promised to come, the Jews would 
suffer great persecution (Daniel 12:1), as the forces of Egypt, leading an “Arab Federation” 
(Daniel 11:40) and a king from the North, (Russia), plus kings from the east (China and 
other oriental nations ~ Daniel 11:44), would move into position with their positions against 
Israel for the most terrible confrontation in military history. Daniel also knew that this battle 
would take place during the “seventieth week”, a time that is referred to as the “latter days” 
(Daniel 11:40;12:4). Even though he knew these events would happen in the future, he 
mourned for the horrific punishment which would be inflicted upon the Jews right up until 


4 See 1:7 ® Th]~ one man | Ezekiel 1:14 
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4 Genesis 2:14 n Ezekiel 1:16 ' 8:18 


43 


the time the Messiah returns to earth and destroys his enemies, and sets up his kingdom. 
(Zechariah 14:2). 


DANIEL SEES THE “ANGEL OF THE LORD” ~ THE PRE-INCARNATE JESUS CHRIST 
While strolling along besides the Tigris River, Daniel sees a man that he has never 
encountered before. However, we can clearly identify him, because the same description is 
given of him, by Apostle John in Revelation 1:13-15. It is Jesus Christ. 
10.And behold, a hand touched me, which *set me upon my knees, and upon my hands. 
[Every knee shall bow! ] 
11.And he said unto me; O Daniel, a man "greatly beloved, understand the words that I 
speak unto thee, and stand ‘upright: for unto thee, am I now sent. And when he had 
spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling. 
12.Then he said unto me; “Fear not, Daniel: for °from the first day that you set your heart 
to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and Iam 
come for thy words. 
13.But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me for twenty-one days; but, lo, 
‘Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me: and I remained there with the 
kings of Persia. 
14.[LD] Now I am come to make you understand what is going to befall your people, 9in 
the “latter days”: for yet the vision is for many days. 
15. And when He has spoken such words unto me, I set my face towards the ground, and 
I became dumb. 
16.And behold, "one like the similitude of the sons of men ‘touched my lips: then I opened 
my mouth, and spoke, and said unto him that stood before me, O my Lord, by the 
vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have retained no strength. 
17.For how can /the servant of this my Lord, talk with this my Lord? For as for me, 
straightaway, there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. 
18.Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he 
strengthened me. 
19.And said; ‘O man, greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, 'be strong, yes, be 
strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said; Let my Lord 
speak; for thou hast strengthened me. 
20.Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? And now will I return to fight with "the 
prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come. 
21.But I will show thee that which is noted in the scripture of "truth: and there is none 
that °holds with me in these things, but Michael your prince. 


DANIEL UNDERSTANDS THE REASON FOR HIS APPEARING 

In this series of scriptures, the scene suddenly changes. Christ is no longer standing before 
Daniel ~ but Archangel Michael is there. If we do not understand this reality, then we would 
have to conclude that Jesus Christ (who created the whole universe) has little power, 
because the prince of Persia, had delayed the messenger sent to explain these details to 
Daniel for 21 days. This was because a demonic spirit, operating inside the prince of Persia, 
delays the Messenger angel coming to Daniel to give him God’s message. That Messenger 
Angel was probably Archangel Michael, and when He was not able to overcome the power 
of Satan (who controls the 1%* & 2™ levels of heaven ~ as the prince of this world), then 
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Jesus came to help him get the message to Daniel. Then Jesus went off to deal with Satan 
in the Persian kingdom. 

In this series of scriptures, those referring the Jesus Christ has Lord with a “Capital L”, 
whereas the “other holy being”, is referred to as a lord, with a “lower case |.” 
We see that during this encounter, all-of the strength & breath goes out of Daniel and the 
angel has to revive and strengthen him, before any further explanation and revelations can 
be given. Here we see a valuable lesson; we must take strength from the Lord daily, through 
prayer and one-on-one time with Jesus. 


So now. After making sure that Daniel is OK, both Gabriel and Michael go back to Persia to 
fight against the satanic forces at work in the Persian empire. They accurately predict the 
same will occur after the Grecian empire conquers the Persian empire, 200 years into the 
future. 


MESSAGE OF THE LATTER DAYS 
The message was very difficult for Daniel to hear and comprehend ~ but this time he 
understands it clearly. Daniel’s end-time predictions started stated to Nebuchadnezzar: 
“There is a God in heaven that reveals secrets, that has sent me to tell you, 
Nebuchadnezzar, what shall be in the “latter days.” 


CHAPTER ELEVEN: HISTORY ENDS & PROPHECY BEGINS! 
TIMELINE OF THE EMPIRES 


DatesBc/605_ | 539] Comments 
ed ees |. 
by Nebuchadnezzar ___| |__| ee sos 0-51 


{Belshazzar is Regent) is Re sak H+ 8330-31 | 30-31 


[Reign of King Cyrus _| 


In ST first year of his 
King Cyrus captures 
reign the Jews could 
Babylon. 
return to Jerusalem 


[Reign of King Darius | | ee 

Historical evidence shows that King Cyrus captured — lon from King Nabonidus, while Belshazzar was the Regent in 
The insertion of the Chapters about Darius, before Cyrus in the book of Daniel, are not "historically" correct, as the 
Book of Daniel was not written until the latter part of the second century BC. 


1. Also, I, 2in the first years of Darius, the Mede, even I, stood to confirm and strengthen 
him. 

2. And now will I show you the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in 
Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all; and by his strength, through 
his riches, he shall stir up all against the realm of °Grecia. 

3. And ‘a mighty king shall stand up [Alexander the Great], that shall rule with great 
dominion, and do according to his will. 


ao > g:21 © 7:6 
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4, And he shall stand up, “his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided towards the 
4 winds of Heaven: and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he 
ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others besides those. 


DETAILS THAT CONFOUND THE SCEPTICS 

The first four verses of chapter 11, trace the accurate history of four Persian rulers, then 
the rise of Alexander the Great of Greece, and give details about the Ptolemies of Egypt, 
and the Seleucids of Syria, who represented the two most powerful sections of Alexander’s 
worldwide kingdom. 

It is this type of accurate knowledge that confound the sceptics. They just don’t get it! 


They want to know how anyone (including God) could accurately know about individual 
events, which would happen 400 years into the future. They forget that God Almighty knows 
the end from the beginning, and even knew them, before they were even born! 


e When Daniel received his fourth vision, Cyrus was king of Medo-Persia. 

e Christ, in a vision, told Daniel that there would be 3 more Medo-Persian rulers, prior 
to the rise of ruler number 4. 

e These Medo-Persian kings were as follows: Cambyses, Pseudo-Smerdis, and Darius 
1, (Hystaspes) ~_who is NOT the Darius the Mede, referred to in Daniel 5:31. (refer 
to the Appendices. ) 

e The fourth would be Xerxes. He amasses a large powerful army, which he dispatched 
against Greece in 480 BC. 

e 150 years later, it was Alexander the Great who attacked the Medo-Persian empire. 
Sadly, Alexander the Great died of sexually transmitted diseases, at the young age 
of 32 ~ as predicted ~ 

e Greece was predicted as a leopard in Daniel 7:6, and as a goat in Daniel 8:5-6. 

5. And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be 
strong above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion. 

6. And in the “end of years”, they shall "join themselves together; for the king’s daughter 
of the south, shall come to the king of the north to make ‘an agreement; but she shall 
not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he stand; but she shall be given up, and 
they that brought her, and “he that begat her, and he that strengthened her in these 
times. 

7. But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up “in his estate, which shall come 
with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and deal against 
them, and shall prevail: 

8. And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with ‘their 
precious vessels of silver and of gold; and he shall continue more years than the king 
of the north. 

9. So, the king of the south shall come into his kingdom and shall return into his own 


land. 
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10.But his sons shall *be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces: and 
one shall certainly come, and overflow and pass through: then shall he ’return and be 
stirred up. 

11.And the king of the south shall be move by with choler, and shall come forth and fight 
with him, even with the king of the north: and he shall set forth a great multitude; but 
the multitude shall be given into his hand. 

12.And when he has taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up: and he shall 
cast down many ten-thousands ~ but he shall not be strengthened by it. 

13.For the king of the north shall return, and set forth a multitude greater than the former, 
and shall certainly come ‘after certain years with a great army, and with much riches. 

14.And at that time there shall be many that stand up against the king of the south: also, 
the robbers of thy people shall exalt themselves, to establish the vision: but they shall 
fall. 

15.So, the king shall come, and cast up a mount, and take “the most fenced cities: and 
the arms of the south shall not withstand, neither “his chosen people, neither shall 
there be any strength to withstand. 

16.But he that comes against him shall do according to his own will, and none shall stand 
before him: and he shall stand in the ‘glorious land, which by his hand shall be 
consumed. 

17.He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and Y%upright 
ones with him: thus, shall he do, and he shall give the daughter of women, "corrupting 
her: but she shall not stand on his side, neither be for him. 

18.After this, he shall turn his face to the isles, and shall take many: but a prince ‘for his 
own behalf, shall cause /the reproach offered by him to cease: without his own 
reproach, he shall cause it to turn upon him. 

19.Then he shall his face towards the fort of his own land; but he shall stumble and fall 
and not be found. 

20.Then shall stand up in his “estate 'a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom: but 
within a few days he shall be destroyed, neither in "anger, nor in battle. 

21.And in his estate (place) shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the 
honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by 
flatteries. 

22.And with the arms of a flood shall they be overthrown from before him, and shall be 
broken; also, "the prince of the covenant. 

23.And after the league made with him, °he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, 
and be strong, with a small people. 

24.He shall enter Ppeaceably even upon the fattest places of the province: and he shall 
do that which his father has not done, nor his father’s fathers; he shall scatter among 
them the prey, and spoil, and riches: yes, and he shall ‘forecast his devices against 
the strongholds, even for a time. 

25."And he shall stir up his power against the king of the south with a great army; and 
the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; 
but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast devices against him. 

26.Yes, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall 
overflow: and many shall fall down slain. 
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27.And both of these king’s “hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at 
one table; but it shall not prosper (them); for yet the end shall be at the time 
appointed. 

28.Then he shall return into his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against the 
holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land. 

29.At the time appointed, he shall return, and come towards the south: but it shall not 
be as the former, or as the latter. 


THE WAR BETWEEN THE SOUTH & THE NORTH 

From verse 5 onwards we have a series of major battles & power struggles, between the 
armies of the South, which is Egypt, and the armies of the North, which is Assyria, (which 
we Call Syria today). 

These two nations were continually at each other’s throats, and there were alternating 
victories over a long period of time. Finally, a scheme was developed to stop the terrible 
bloodshed on both sides. 

This was the plan: Ptolemy II had a daughter, Berenice, and it was planned that she should 
marry Antiochus II of Syria, a union that was designed to create a long and lasting peace. 
Since it was a “forced” marriage, Antiochus hated the arrangement, and later when 
Ptolemy, II the king of Egypt died, Antiochus divorced his “forced marriage” wife (Berenice, ) 
and took back his original wife Laodice. 

Laodice was very jealous, and at her first opportunity, she has Berenice, and most of her 
family poisoned. As a result, the wars between these two power blocks escalated once 
again, with much shedding of blood between the Northern & the Southern kingdoms. 
During the next 400 years, the following names to surface and lead the warring factions 
are: Ptolemy Euergetes, Seleucus Callinicus, Antiochus III, and Ptolemy Philapator, along 
with the madman Antiochus Epiphanes who, upon returning from Egypt, after having 
amassed great riches, began to show his unnatural hatred for the Jews, an attitude 
described by Daniel as “Having a heart that is against the Holy Covenant.” (v28). 

He is a veiled picture of the end-time global dictator, who uses all-of his worldly power 
against Israel in the Tribulation Hour. And now three thousand years later, there is still this 
hatred in the region, which is especially targeted against Israel, and their allies. 

We have seen earlier that Antiochus Epiphanes was the designated archetype of the “future 
man of iniquity” ~ the Antichrist that is yet to come. If we look at God’s time plan, this 
event maybe a lot closer than many people may think, and therefore are still unprepared 
for the terror and judgements that are to befall upon the earth ~ possibly within our lifetime. 
Many prophecies have been identified in these thirty-five scriptures. In summary, they are 
as follows: 


With this background in mind, we can now look at the remaining prophecies/predictions 
which commence in verse 36. 
30.For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: [These are the Roman warships] 
therefore, he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the Holy 
Covenant: so, shall he do: he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that 
forsake the Holy Covenant. 


b 
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31.[LD] And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, 
and *shall take away the daily sacrifice, and ’they shall place the abomination 
that ‘makes is desolate. 

32.And such as do wickedly against the covenant, shall be ‘corrupt by flatteries: but the 
people that do know their God “shall be strong, and do exploits. 

33.And they that understand among the people will instruct many: yet they shall fall by 
the sword, and by flames, by captivity, and by spoil, for many days. 

34.Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen ‘with a little help: but many shall cleave 
to them with many flatteries. 

35.And some of them with understanding will fall, 9to try "them, and to purge, and to 

make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed. 


As you have been reading the commentary in this chapter, you will see many references in 
the footnotes to the Book of Maccabees, which was written during the silent period, which 
is the 400 years preceding the birth of Jesus Christ, and it was readily available in the 
synagogue at the time of Jesus Christ. It is not, as some pastors teach, a Catholic Book. I 
suggest that you get hold of a copy, and read the footnotes, and see how this tie in with 
the Daniel narrative. 


42:11 " Th]~ by them P [h]~ a price 

> 1 Maccabees 1:59; 2 | 2 Thessalonians 2:4 4 See verse 35 

a pees Snr Mew 2Aae > j Deuteronomy 10:17 " Zechariah 9:14 

d ; . [h]~ for the Almighty God in his S [h]~ land of delight 
[h]~ cause to dissemble sheath shall honour, yes, he shall t Isaiah 11:14 

© 1 Maccabees 1:62-63 honour a god whom >> 


4 Th]~ Send forth 


' 1 Maccabees 3:17; 4:8; [h]~ stead V Ezekiel 47:18-19 
ny hierar ane “9: . [h}~ oe “ [h]~ mountains of delight of 
12:10; Zechariah 13:9; [h]~ things desired palinees 


2 Maccabees 6:12 : [h]~ fortresses of munitions 


THE KING AT THE TIME OF THE END 
In the preceding verses we have seen the 135 prophecies come to pass, with both spiritual 
and historical accuracy, with clear verification of the events of the Persian and Grecian 
empires, bringing up to the “end of days” of the wicked madman Antiochus Epiphanes in 
164 BC. 
Verses 30 to 35 bring light on the historical events which actually occurred. Jerusalem was 
attacked, and they defiled the Temple, but worse still, they set up a statue of Jupiter inside 
the Holy of Holies, inside the Temple, and commanded that swine be sacrificed inside the 
temple, and also broke down the Temple walls. 
From verse 36 onwards, we are confronted with now prophecies, which have yet to come 
to pass, especially the ones relating to the Antichrist, who will wield awesome power, and 
worldwide influence for a period of seven years, referred to elsewhere in scripture as the 
Tribulation hour, or the Great Tribulation. 
This eventually leads to the second coming of Jesus Christ onto the earth, to destroy the 
armies at Armageddon, and to lock up Satan for 1,000 years. (Revelation 14:10). 
But before that occurs, the Antichrist will blaspheme God Almighty, and do monstrous 
things against the God of gods. This is also explained in Daniel 7:25 about his predecessor 
(the little horn). 
In simplistic terms, the Antichrist will be a madman, who claims he is deity, the one who 
will run the “end-time show”, 

[And just like they have found out, it is not a good 
idea; they ultimately get punished for their actions]. 
The Antichrist hates God, He hates Jesus Christ, and he hates women, because one of them 
gave birth to Christ. He hates Jesus so much, and becomes so violently opposed to anything 
that directs attentions towards Jesus, that he refuses to bow down to Him, to worship the 
Saviour, but he also kills those that do bow down and worship the Messiah. (Revelation 13: 
15; 20:4). 


CHAPTER TWELVE: THE “END TIMES” IS UPON US. 


As we begin this chapter, we have first seen all-of the past history and the history leading 
up the rise of the Antichrist, the Tribulation Hour, the terrible persecution of the Jews, the 
erection of the Third Temple (Ezekiel chapter 40-48) and the defiling of the Temple, by the 
abomination which is installed within, and the killing of anyone who refuses to bow down 
to the “Image of the Beast.” This now all gets reinforced, as we see Arch-angel Michael rise 
up, the protector of Israel, who now fights for his people. 


di 
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3. [LD] And they that be ‘wise °shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they 
shall turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever. 

4. But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and ‘seal the book, even to %the time of the 
end: Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

At that time, (which is still in the future), Michael the mighty angelic Prince, who stands 

guard over your nation (Israel), will stand up and fight (and fight for you in heaven against 

satanic forces), and there will be a time of anguish for the Jews GREATER THAN ANY 

PREVIOUS SUFFERING IN JEWISH HISTORY. And yet, everyone of your people, 
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whose names have been written in the Book will endure it. [“Those who endure till 

the end shall be saved”. ] 

5. Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold there stood another two (angels) the one on this 
side of the “bank of the river, and the other on that side of the river. 

6. And one said to °the man clothed in linen, which was ‘upon the waters of the river, 
[Remember Jesus walks on water]; “How long shall it be to the end of these wonders? 

7. And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when 
he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and “swear by Him that lives 
forever, that it shall be for ‘a time, times, and 9a half: and when he has accomplished 
to scatter the power of the holy people, all-of these things shall be finished. 

8. And I heard, but understood not: Then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of 
these things? 

9. And He said: Go thy way, Daniel: for "the words are closed up and sealed, ° till the 
time of the end. 

10. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried: BUT ‘the wicked shall do wickedly; 
and none of the wicked shall understand (because their eyes have been blinded); but 
the wise shall understand. 

11. And from the time that Jthe daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and ‘the abomination 
that 'makes desolate set up: shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days 
(1290). 

12. Blessed is he that waits and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five 
(1335) days. 

13. But go thou, thy way; till the end be: "for thou shall rest, and stand in thy lot at the 
end of the days. 


LOOKING TOWARDS THE FUTURE 


We have seen the referred to “fourth vision” start in chapter 10, but now it has reached its 
climax in chapter 12. It refers to the Great Tribulation, the resurrection of the Old Testament 
saints; (also referred to in Ezekiel chapter 37, as the valley of dry bones); and the 
abomination placed inside the Temple Holy of Holies. 

However, for this to happen, there must be a new temple constructed on the Temple 
Mount! In Ezekiel chapters 40 onwards, are clear instructions given from heaven on the 
exact layout & measurements of the Third Temple, to be constructed, so that Jews can 
recommence to conduct sacrifices, whilst still waiting for their “Messiah”. 

As mentioned earlier, the Altar for the Third Temple has already been constructed, 
dedicated, and consecrated. This means that they can start making sacrifices anytime now. 
The five (5) red heifers, needed to cleanse and consecrate the Temple Mount, so that they 
can lay the foundation of the Next Temple have already been delivered from the USA to 
Israel, before the beginning of Hebrew Calendar year 5783, which commenced on 26% 
September 2022. 

Now as we begin chapter 12, Daniel directs his attention towards his own people, the Jews; 
because there are some pretty heavy predictions of persecution in chapter 11. 

We see this chapter open with Archangel Michael rise up, God’s appointed protector of the 
nation of Israel. Michael has been their overall protector behind the scenes since the Jews 
came out of Egypt, his work will become full time, as the Antichrist, starts his persecution 
against the Jews and tries to eliminate Israel off the face of the earth. 
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The end-time prophecies for the nation of Israel and for the Jews worldwide, according to 
prophecy will we far worse than the holocaust, or any of the other attempt to assassinate 
the whole Jewish nation. 

Jeremiah alluded to this in Jeremiah 30:7, which says: “Alas! For that day is great, so that 
none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.” We 
know that this prophecy is true, because Jesus confirmed it in Matthew 24:21 when He 
said; “For then shall great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world, to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be” (again). Jesus also confirmed that Michael will be doing 
battle in heaven against Satan (Revelation 12:7-8). 

In Daniel; 12:1, we see Michael standing “for the people of Israel”. This will be the time 
when Michael will be needed the most to protect Israel, when Russia marches down to 
attack Israel. This is the time of Jacob’s Trouble, when the Antichrist breaks his “Peace 
Treaty,” and then for 42 months there is all out world war. (Daniel 9:27). This is also 
referred to in Ezekiel 38:11, when Russia attacks people in unwalled cities, having no bars 
or gates. 


THOSE WHO SLEEP WILL AWAKE; 
[some to eternal life & others to eternal death] 


Jewish theology believes that if you are a Jew, there is a promise of resurrection in the Old 
Testament. But sadly, many of them do not know Daniel 12:2, which states; “And many of 
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, SOME TO ETERNAL LIFE, and some to 
SHAME AND TO EVERLASTING CONTEMPT.” [NOTICE IT DOES NOT SAY “ALL OF THEM’! ] 
It is important that you share these verses with your Jewish friends, so that they understand 
that they (The Jews) have a special role to play during the Tribulation Period. 

In John 5:28-29, we have this promise: “Marvel not at this: fore the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the grave shall hear His voice; And come forth they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life, [that is what we call the “catching away” the Rapture. 
“Then they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of the damnation,” that is, when the 
lost are raised at the end of the 1,000 years, to stands before Jesus Christ, at the Great 
White Throne Judgement (Revelation 20:11-15). 

In Revelation 4:1 it says: “After this, I looked, and behold, a door was opened in 
heaven; and the first voice which I heard was as it were a trumpet talking with 
me; which said; “Come up hither, and I will show you things which must happen 
hereafter. 

[“Must happen hereafter”, means “after this event takes place”. Remember, Jesus will 
appear in the clouds ~ at the sound of the Trumpets]. This event is also confirmed in 1 
Thessalonians 4:16 which says: “For the LORD Himself will descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God, and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first.” Then we, who are alive and remain ~ those who've lived up to 
this hour ~ shall be caught up together in the clouds with them (the dead) to meet the Lord 
in the air.” 


These are not MY Thoughts ~ These are God’s word, taken from His Holy Scripture. 
Each and every prediction and prophecy up unto now, have all been fulfilled 
EXACTLY as stated, so statistically, all-of the remainder of these prophecies shall 
come to pass exactly as promised, at God’s “Appointed Time”. 


GET THE MARK OR DIE! 


We have seen during COVID what happens when people refuse to OBEY a Mandatory Order 
~ to get the jab ~ to be vaccinated. 

People lost their jobs, were not allowed to socialise with others, churches and other large 
venues were closed (but the football crowds were allowed to continue), people were 
required to stay at home, and not have more than a definite number of people in your home 
>>> and the list goes on. 
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This will be child’s play, compared to what is to happen, when it becomes mandatory for 
people to have “the mark of the Beast” (666) on their foreheads, or on their hands; 

As stated in (Revelation 13:15). Revelation 20:4 adds; “And I saw thrones, and they sat 
upon them, and judgement was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were 
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which has not worshipped 
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” 

In the last 5 fears, we have seen TV reports in Iran and Iraq, of Terrorist groups beheading 
Christians, for refusing to denounce Jesus Christ. This is already happening, and it is only 
going to get worse! Get your “Tribulation Plans” ready, because if you are not part of the 
“catching away”, THEN these scriptures apply to you. It is during this Tribulation period, 
that Jews realise WHO their Messiah is, and “they mourn the one whom they have pierced.” 
This causes God to assign 12,000 Jews from each of the tribes (except the tribe of Dan) to 
receive “the mark of God on their foreheads” and to go out and spread the good news of 
the Messiah Jesus Christ, amid this killing and persecution, and literally millions accept the 
Message about Jesus Christ as their Saviour, with their robes washed as white as snow. 
God Almighty sends out the 144,000 Jewish Evangelists, with God’s mark on their foreheads 
to protect them for all the evil on the earth. 

Satan cannot create anything of himself. He can only copy or deceive people on the earth, 
as the “Prince of the Earth and of the Air.” Satan, who proclaims himself to be God, 
proclaims that everyone must have HIS mark upon their foreheads, or their hands. 

So, because of this, millions survive the seven years of the Tribulation, and will also be 
saved spiritually. 

In Matthew 25:31-46, Christ returns to judge the nations ~ and to begin his 1,000-year 
reign as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Those people who are saved during the Tribulation 
Period of 2,520 days are allowed to enter the Millennium period in their natural bodies (both 
Jews & Gentiles) ~ but now one new man in Christ. 

When Christ return as the King of Kings, He brings His Bride with Him (the 9 church ~ HIS 
PERFECT CHURCH), as described in Revelation 19:16. The heavenly armies follow and dwell 


in the New Jerusalem, God’s Holy City, which hovers above the “earthy” Jerusalem. 


This city contains 12 gates, which honours the 12 Jewish patriarchs of the Old Testament, 
by engraving their names on these gates. How do the Jews arrive in the scenario? They are 
the Millions of Jews who are resurrected, as recorded in Daniel 12:2. In addition, Millions 
who died during the Tribulation, comprising both Jews and Gentiles, plus all-of the 
“believing” Old Testament Jews, covering a period of over 4,000 years. This all occurs when 
Jesus, Our Saviour returns as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16; 20:4). 
These Old Testament Jews strongly believed and looked forward to the First and Second 
Coming of The Messiah, as their Redeemer ~ based upon Isaiah 53, and Psalm 22. 

These resurrected Jews, who lived a holy life, (like Daniel) receive rewards just as the 
church did at the Judgement Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:10; 2 Timothy 
4:7-8; Revelation 4:10-11). So irrespective of your ethnicity, there will be rewards for the 
faithful and true. Remember, that all-of the saints assemble at this time for one reason 
only: to live and reign with Jesus Christ in His earthly Kingdom for 1,000 years. 


SHUT UP THE WORDS & SEAL UP THE BOOK! 


Daniel is told quite clearly that his present vision is not for today, and that his revelation 
would not be understood ~ until the time of the end. Just like the Disciples did not 
understand many of the things that Jesus taught them, until after the crucifixion, his death, 
and then his resurrection, and ascension, back into Heaven. Their eyes were completely 
opened after the first Pentecost, when they all received the Holy Spirit. 

For this reason, many of the Prophecies about the “Revived Roman Empire”, mentioned in 
Daniel chapter 2 in the form of the image and as the 4 beasts in Daniel chapter 7, would 
not be understood even at the time of Christ, because the Temple would remain standing 
for another 40 years, after His ascension back into heaven. 

The revelation between the “Revived Roman Empire” and the “time of the end” did not even 
get revealed unto 1890. Once this was revealed, Bible Scholars were then able to 
understand that a great nation would march against Israel (Ezekiel chapters 38 & 39), and 
that the enemy, would come from the north. We have already examined Daniel 11:40 that 
the King of the South (Egypt) would engage in a horrific war with the King of the North 
(Russia). This war would be a war like has never been experienced on the earth before. 
Today, many understand how it will happen. But WHEN does it occur? “When many are 
running “to and fro”, and knowledge is increased. Firstly, the speed of travel is reaching 
unparalleled proportions, and knowledge is said to be doubling, every 22 months. 

This is where we are at present, everyone is searching for new revelations about the end 
times. Soon, (a lot sooner than many think,) Jesus, the Saviour, will call the 9" church (His 
Church, the perfect Church) home to the Marriage Ceremony in Heaven, to become the 
Bride of Christ. He will then return seven years later, as the King of Kings, with His Bride 
for a 1,000-year honeymoon, as they rule and reign their Kingdom here on the earth. 

It is all beginning the take shape. God the Father is lining up all-of the dominoes ready for 
the end-time events, which will occur SUDDENLY, as he appears, “like a thief in the night”. 


THE TWO FORGOTTEN CHAPTERS OF DANIEL 


In the Septuagint, which was the original Torah & Tanach, said to have been translated 
from Hebrew into Greek by 70 (more correctly 72) Jewish scholars in the time between 300 
BC and 200 BC. In that document, and in the Jerusalem Bible, published later, these two 
chapters are included. However, there is much controversy, as to whether Daniel actually 
wrote them, as one chapter is written in Hebrew, and the other chapter is written in 
Aramaic. Even so, they are worth mentioning, for completeness. 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN: SUSANNA ~ AND THE JUDGEMENT OF DANIEL 

When Daniel was finished his training, He was appointed as head of the magicians and 
astrologers and all-of the wise men of Babylon, as is recorded in chapter 2, but he 
persuaded the King to let him sit in the gate of the King, and be the Judge of the Affairs of 
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Babylon. 


In Babylon there lived a man named Joakim. 

He has married Susanna, the daughter of Hilkiah, a woman of great beauty; and she 
was God-fearing, because her parents were worthy people, and had instructed their 
daughter in the Law of Moses. 
Joakim was a very rich man and he had a garden attached to his house; 

The Jews would often visit him because he was held in great respect than any other 
man. 

Two elderly men had been selected from the people that year to act as judges. Of such 
the Lord said, ‘Wickedness has come to Babylon through the elders and judges, posing 
as guides to the people.’ 

These men were often at Joakim’s house, and all who were engaged in litigations used 
to come to them. 
At midday, when everyone had gone, Susanna used to take a walk in her husband's 
garden. 

These two elders, who used to watch her everyday as she came in to take her walk, 
gradually began to desire her. 

They threw reason aside, making no effort to turn their eyes to heaven, and forgetting 
its demand of virtue. 

Both became inflamed by the same passion, but they hid their desire from each other; 
For they were ashamed to admit their longing to sleep with her; 

But they still contrived to see her every day. 

One day, having parted with the words; ‘Let us go home, it is time for the midday 
meal’, they went off I different directions; 

Only to retrace their steps, and find themselves face-to-face once again. Obliged then 
to explain, they admitted their desire, and agreed to look for an opportunity of 
surprising her alone. 

So, they waited for a favourable moment; and one day Susanna came as usual, 
accompanied only by two young maidservants. The day was hot and she wanted to 
bath in the garden. 

There was no-one about except the two elders, spying on her from their hiding place. 
She (Susanna) said to the servants; ‘Bring me some oil and balsam and shut the 
garden door while I bathe.’ 

They did as they were told, shutting the garden door, and going back to the house by 
the side entrance, to fetch what she had asked for; they knew nothing about the 
elders, who were hiding. 

Hardly had the servants gone than the two elders were there after her. ‘Look,’ they 
said, ‘the garden door is shut, no-one can see us. 

We want to have you, so give in, and let us! 

Refuse, and we will both give evidence that a young man was with you, and that is 
why you sent the maids away.’ 

Susanna sighed. ‘I am trapped,’ she said. ‘Whatever I do. If I agree, that means my 
death; if I resist, I cannot get away from you.’ 

‘But I prefer to fall innocent into your power than to sin in the eyes of the Lord.’ 
Then she cried out, as loud as she could. 

The two elders began shouting too, putting the blame on her, and one of them ran to 
open the garden door. 

The household, hearing the shouting in the garden, rushed out by the side entrance 
to see what was happening. 

One the elders had told their story, the servants were totally taken aback, since 
nothing of this sort had ever been said of Susanna. 

Next day a meeting was held at the house of husband Joakim. The two elders arrived, 
in their vindictiveness, determined to have her put to death. 
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They addressed the company; Summon Susanna, daughter of Hilkiah, and wife of 
Joakim. 
She was sent for, and came accompanied by her parents, her children, and all-of her 
relations. 
Susanna was very graceful and beautiful to look at. 
She was veiled, so the wretches made her unveil in order to feast their eyes on her 
beauty. 
All-of her own people were weeping, and so were all-of the others who saw her. 

The two elders stood up, with all-of the people round them, and laid their hands on 
the women’s head*. 

Tearfully, she turned her eyes to heaven, her heart confident in God. 

The elders then spoke. ‘While we were walking by ourselves in the garden, this woman 
arrived with two servants. She shut the garden door and dismissed the servants. 
A young man, who had been hiding, went over to her and they lay down together. 
From the end of the garden where we were, we saw this crime taking place, and 
hurried towards them. 

Though we saw them together, we were unable to catch the man; he was too strong 
for us; he opened the door and took to his heels. 

We did however, catch this woman and ask her who the man was; 

She refused to tell us. That is our evidence. Since they were elders of the people, and 
judges, the assembly took their word: Susanna was condemned to death. 

She cried out as loud as she could, ‘Eternal God, you know all secrets, and everything 
before it happens; 

You know that they have given false evidence against me. And have I to die, innocent 
as Iam, of everything their malice has invented against me?’ 

The LORD God heard her cry! 
And as she was being led away to die, he roused the Holy Spirit residing in a young 
boy named Daniel, who began to shout; 

‘Iam innocent of this woman’s death!’ 
At which all-of the people turned to him and asked; ‘What do you mean by these 
words?’ 

Standing in the middle of the crowd he replied: ‘Are you so stupid, sons of Israel, as 
to condemn a daughter of Israel unheard, and without troubling to find out the truth? 
Go back to the scene of the trial: these men have given false evidence against her.’ 
All-of the people hurried back, and the elders said to Daniel; ‘Come and sit with us 
and tell us what you mean, since God has given you the gift that elders have.’ 
Daniel said; ‘Keep the men well apart from each other, for I want to question them.’ 
When the men had been separated, Daniel had one of them brought to him. ‘You have 
grown old in your wickedness,’ he said, ‘And now the sins of your earlier days have 
overtaken you;’ 

‘You, with your unjust judgements, your condemnation of the innocent, your acquittal 
of guilty men, when the LORD has said; “You must not put the innocent and the just 
to death.” 

‘Now then, since you saw her so clearly, tell me what sort of tree did you see them 
lying under?’ 

He replied: ‘Under the mastic tree.’ 

Daniel said; ‘True enough! Your lie recoils on your own head: the angel of God has 
already received your sentence from Him and will slash you in half.’ He dismissed the 
man, and ordered that the other be brought, and said to him; ‘Spawn of Canaan, not 
of Judah, beauty has seduced you, lust has led your heart astray! 


@ [h]~ this is the formal 
requirement ~ a preliminary to 
death by stoning. 
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57. This is how you have been behaving with the daughters of Israel, and they were too 
frightened to resist: but here is a daughter of Judah, who could not stomach your 
wickedness! 

58. Now then, tell me what tree you surprised them under?’ He replied; ‘Under a holm 
oak! 

59. Daniel said; ‘True enough! Your lie recoils on your own head: the angel of God is 
waiting, with a sword to drive home and split you, and destroy the pair of you.’ 

60. Then the whole assembly shouted, blessing God, the Saviour, of those who trust in 
him. 

61. And they turned on the two elders whom Daniel have convicted of false evidence, out 
of their own mouths. 

62. As prescribed in the Law of Moses, they sentenced them to the same punishment, as 
they intended to inflict on their neighbour. They put them to death; the life of an 
innocent woman was spared that day. 

63. Hilkiah and his wife gave thanks to God for their daughter Susanna, and so did her 
husband Joakim, and all-of his relations, because she had been acquitted of anything 
dishonourable. 

64. From that day onwards, Daniel’s reputation stood high with the people. 

While the writing style is not the same as the Book of Daniel, purported to be written by 

Daniel in Babylon, between 540 to 530 BC, it must be remembered that earlier in his life, 

Daniel had not been schooled in the palace of the Babylonians. This did not occur until after 

Nebuchadnezzar had invaded and captured Jerusalem in 605 BC. 

The incidents recorded in this narrative possibly happened and is either an eye-witness 

account written by Daniel, as a teenager, or by someone who heard of this story, and 

recorded it later, prior to the Septuagint being created around 300 BC. Whichever is the 
true case of the authorship of this chapter is not the prime focus. 

The real purpose of the inclusion of this chapter in the Commentary, is to show that God 

hates wickedness and corruption, especially in position of authority, and that God hears the 

prayers of all of those who put their lives and trust in him. 

Susanna was righteous, who believed that the LORD, would not only hear her prayers, but 

would also act upon them. 

When Satan comes in like a flood, God Almighty raises up a standard of righteousness 

against him. The Holy Spirit abiding in Daniel was the instrument that God would use to 

bring the lies to the table, before the whole assembly, and to punish the wicked for their 
crimes. 

That same God, using His unchanging rules, still exists today, and like we know with Ananias 

and Saphira, in the Book of Acts, if you lie to the Holy Spirit, it is a death sentence. So, 

Christians be warned! 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN: BEL AND THE DRAGON 

This chapter is a mythical story, mixed with facts, about Daniel’s early days in the 

Babylonian kingdom. 

Daniel and the Priest of Bel. 

1. When King Astyages the last King of the Median Empire joined his ancestors, Cyrus 
the Persian succeeded him, 

2. Daniel was very close to the king, who thought more of him than of any other of his 
friends. 

3. Now in Babylon, there was an idol name Bel*, to which twelve bushels of the finest 
flour, forty sheep, and six measures of wine were offered every day. 

4. The King took part in the cult, and used to go and worship the idol every day. Daniel 
however, worshipped his own God. 


@ [Ch]~ Also known as Marduk, the 
god of Babylon. 
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‘Why do you not worship Bel?’ the king asked Daniel. ‘I do not worship idols made by 
the hands of men,’ Daniel replied. ‘I worship the living God, who made heaven and 
earth, and who has power over all living creatures.’ 

‘You believe, then’ said the king, ‘that Bel is not a living god? Can you see not how 
much he eats and drinks every day?’ 

Daniel laughed. ‘My king,’ he said; ‘Do not be taken in; he is clay inside, and bronze 
on the outside, and has never eaten or drunk anything.’ 

This made the king angry; he summoned his Priests; ‘Tell me who eats all-of this food,’ 
he said; ‘or die.’ ‘Prove to me that Bel really eats it, and I will have Daniel put to death 
for blaspheming him. 

Daniel said to the king; ‘Let it be as you say.’ There were seventy priests, to say 
nothing of their wives and their children. 

The king went to the temple of Bel, taking Daniel with him. 

The Priests of Bel said to him; ‘We are now withdrawing, as you can see; but we will 
leave you, O king, to set out the food and prepare the wine and leave it there. Then 
you can shut the door and seal it with your own seal. If when you return in the 
morning, you do not find that everything had been eaten by Bel, then let us be put to 
death; if not, then Daniel, that slanderer!’ 

They were thinking ~ hence their confidence ~ of a secret entrance, which they had 
made under the table, by which they came in daily and took the offerings away. 
When the Priests had gone and the king had set out the food for Bel; 

Daniel made his servants bring ashes and spread them all over the temple floor, with 
no other witness than the king. Then they left the building, shut the door, sealing it 
with the king’s seal, and went away. 

That night, as usual, the Priests came with their wives and children and ate everything. 
The king was up very early next morning; so was Daniel. 

‘Daniel,’ said to the king; ‘Are the seals intact?’ ‘They are, O king’ he replied. 

The king then opened the door and taking one look at the table he exclaimed; ‘You 
are great, O Bel! There is no deception in you!”. 

But Daniel laughed! And restraining the king from going any further in, he said; 
‘Look at the floor and examine these footprints.’ 

‘I can see footprints of men, of women, and of children,’ said the king. 

And ordered the Priests to be arrested, with their wives and children. 

They showed him then the secret door through which they used to come and remove 
what was on the table. 

The king had them put to death and handed Bel over to Daniel, who destroyed both 
the idol and the temple. 


Daniel kills the Dragon: [This is how the Demonic tries to “deceive nations”. ] 
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There was a big dragon in Babylon, and this was worshipped too. 

The king said to Daniel; ‘You are not going to tell me that this is no more than bronze? 
Look, it is alive; it eats and drinks; you cannot deny that this is “a living god”; worship 
it then!’ 

Daniel replied; ‘I worship the Lord my God; He IS the living God. With your permission, 
O king, without using either sword or club, I will kill this serpent. 

‘You have my permission,’ said the king. 

Whereupon Daniel took some pitch, some fat, and some hair and boiled them up 
together, rolled the mixture into balls and fed it to dragon. The dragon swallowed them 
and burst. Daniel said; ‘Now look at the sort of thing you worship! 

The Babylonians were furious when they heard about this and began intriguing against 
the king. ‘The king has turned Jew,’ they screamed; ‘he has allowed Bel to be 
overthrown, and the dragon to be killed, and he has put the priests to death.’ 

So, they went to the king and said; 'Hand Daniel over to us, or else we will kill you, 
and your family.’ 

They pressed him so hard that the king found himself forced to hand Daniel over to 
them. 
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Daniel in the Lion pit 

32. Then they threw Daniel into the lion pit, and he stayed there for #six days. 

33. In the pit were seven lions, which were fed two human bodies and two sheep every 
day; but for this period, they were not given anything, to make sure that they would 
eat Daniel. 

34. Now the prophet "Habakkuk was in Judea; he had been making a stew, and breaking 
up bread to put in a basket. He was on his way to the fields, taking the food to the 
harvesters, when an angel of the Lord spoke to him. 

35. ‘Take this meal you are carrying to Babylon, and give it to Daniel in the lion pit.’ 

36. ‘Lord’ replied Habakkuk; ‘I have not seen Babylon, and know nothing about this pit.’ 

37. The Angel of the Lord seized his head and carried him off by the hair to Babylon where, 
with a great thrust of his spirit, he set Habakkuk down on the edge of the pit. 

38. ‘Daniel, Daniel,’ Habakkuk shouted, ‘take the meal that God has sent you.’ 

39. And Daniel said; ‘You have kept me in mind, O God: You have not deserted those who 
love you.’ 

40. Rising to his feet he ate the meal, while the Angel of God wasted no time in returning 
Habakkuk to his own country 

41. Onthe seventh day, the king came to lament over Daniel. On reaching the pit, he look 
inside, and there was Daniel, quite unperturbed. 

42. “You are great, O Lord, God of Daniel,” he exclaimed, ‘There is no God, but you!’ 

43. Then he released Daniel from the pit and had the plotters of Daniel’s ruin thrown in 
instead; where they were instantly eaten before his eyes. 


So, who was King. According to Herodias the renowned Greek historian, he reigned as the 
last Median king from 585 BC till his death in 550 BC, so it is possible that Daniel did have 
some contact with him. 

According to history (and the Bible) Habakkuk never met Daniel at any time, even though 
they were both prophets of God around the same time, and the different times that Daniel 
was in the Lion’s den is also another inaccuracy to be considered. Therefore, this chapter 
must be not be treated as Biblically correct, even though some of the story is based on 
events which did occur. 

The interesting thing to note is that nowadays, Fast food stores are experimenting with 
delivering food to their customers using drones. According to this chapter God Almighty 
was already using this method 3,000 years ago. 

Daniel prays to the Lord for food, because he has been in the Lion’s den for 6 days. God 
hears his prayers and uses a prophet, carried by an angel, to deliver his food, and return 
him back to His homeland after the delivery. [Very close description of a drone delivery ~ 
Something to think about, since this happened 3,000 years ago. ] 


APPENDICES FOR THE BOOK OF DANIEL: 


APPENDIX 1: AUTHENTICITY OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL 
By The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica ¢ 


The Book of Daniel, also called The Prophecy Of Daniel, a book of the Old 
Testament found in the Ketuvim (Writings), the third section of the Jewish canon, but 
placed among the Prophets in the Christian canon. The first half of the book (chapters 1- 
6) contains stories in the third person about the experiences of Daniel and his friends under 
Kings Nebuchadnezzar II, Belshazzar, Darius I, and Cyrus II; the second half, written 
mostly in the first person, contains reports of Daniel’s three visions (and one dream). The 


3 Previously in Daniel it says that > Habakkuk means ~ “mint”, and is 
he was in the pit only overnight very close to the same name in 
Hebrew as Daniel. 
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second half of the book names as author a certain Daniel who, according to chapter 1, was 
exiled to Babylon. 


The language of the book—part of which is Aramaic (2:4-—7:28)—probably indicates a date 
of composition later than the Babylonian Exile (6th century BC). Numerous inaccuracies 
connected with the exilic period (no deportation occurred in 605 BC; Darius was a successor 
of Cyrus, not a predecessor; etc.) tend to confirm this judgment. Because its religious ideas 
do not belong to the 6th century BC, numerous scholars date Daniel in the first half of the 
2nd century BC and relate the visions to the persecution of the Jews under Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes (175-164/163 BC) 


APPENDIX 2: WHEN DID DARIUS THE MEDE ~ RULE BABYLON? 


He didn’t! The book of Daniel sticks him into the story between Belshazzar and Cyrus, but 
there is no historical evidence of him. 

The book of Daniel is not a book of history or prophecy, as most Christians would have you 
believe. The followers of Judaism do not treat it as such, most scholars know it’s not, but 
the churches preach that it is! 

The book was written sometime in the 2nd-3rd century BCE and was a piece of Literature 
to help the Jewish people during their time of struggle against the ruling Greeks of the 
Seleucid empire and it’s king Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 


APPENDIX 3: WHO WAS THE RULER WHO SUCCEEDED NABONIDUS? 
Source: Wikipedia 


Babylon's last native king was Nabonidus, who reigned from 556 to 539 BC. Neg aearee 
Though early Achaemenid kings continued to place importance 


on Babylon and continued using the title 'king of Babylon’, later Achaemenid rulers being 
ascribed the title is probably only something done by the Babylonians themselves, with the 
kings themselves having abandoned it. Babylonian scribes continued to recognise rulers of 
the empires that controlled Babylonia as their kings until the time of the Parthian Empire, 
when Babylon was gradually abandoned. Though Babylon never regained independence 
after the Achaemenid conquest, there were several attempts by the Babylonians to drive 
out their foreign rulers and re-establish their kingdom, possibly as late as 336/335 BC under 
the rebel Nidin Bel. 
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APPENDIX: 4 ~ WHO WAS DARIUS ~ THE MEDE IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL? 
Research by Peter Goeman, November 2, 2019 

In Daniel 5:31 we are introduced to Darius the Mede, who is said to rule after Belshazzar 
when Babylon falls to the Persian kingdom under Cyrus (cf. 2 Chron 36:22). Darius also 
shows up in Daniel 6 as the king who puts Daniel in the lion’s den. Finally, the vision of 
Daniel 9 is also said to take place in “the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by 
descent a Mede.” The identity of Darius has boggled many Bible interpreters because we 
have no record of a Darius ruling during this time. Who was Darius the Mede? 


Briton Riviére, 1890, Daniel in the Lions’ Den 


The following charts display the typical understanding of the Median and 
Achaemenid/Persian dynasties. Note that there is no Darius at the appropriate time period. 


The Median Dynasty 


Scythian Rule | 624-597 BC 


Astyages 585-549 BC 


The Achaemenid/Persian Dynasty 


Cyrus the Great 550-529 BC 


Cambyses I 529-522 BC 
Bardiya (PSeudo-Smerdis) | 522 BC 


Darius I (the Great) 522-486 BC 


Xerxes I/Ahasuerus 486-465 BC 


Artaxerxes I 465-425 BC 


Xerxes II 425-424 BC 


Artaxerxes II 405-359 BC 


Artaxerxes III 359-338 BC 


Arses 338-336 BC 


336-330 BC 


424-405 BC 


The only Darius listed in the Achaemenid dynasty is far too late, to fit with the book of 
Daniel. In order to deal with the absence of a clearly identifiable king named Darius, 
scholars have put forward the following proposals for the identity of Darius. 

Darius the Mede is a Title for Cyrus, King of Persia 

Almost everyone would agree that Darius is likely a “throne name” and not the king’s actual 
name. This is backed up by the fact Darius is listed as the son of Ahasuerus (Dan 9:1), 
which seems to be some sort of throne name (cf. Esther 1:1). It would not be uncommon 
for kings to have multiple names. 

Further support for this view comes from the fact that the Jewish author of Be/ and the 
Dragon (a pseudepigraphal work) says it was Cyrus who cast Daniel in the lion’s den. 
Similarly, the Old Greek translation of Daniel 11:1 reads Cyrus instead of Darius 
(our English versions read Darius, following the MT). 

Although there is certainly a case to be made for equating Cyrus and Darius, Daniel 
6:28 seems to mention a coregency of Cyrus and Darius. Although Daniel 6:28 could be 
understood as a restatement of the same individual, it does not seem normal in biblical 
history to keep changing the name of a main character. Historical considerations also argue 
for seeing a distinction between these two individuals as we will examine later. 

Darius the Mede is Cambyses I, Son of Cyrus 

Although this is a viewpoint held by some, it doesn’t have much to commend it. On the one 
hand, Cambyses I is called the king of Babylon in some ancient texts, but he would have 
been much younger than 62 years old in 539 BC when Babylon was taken (cf. Dan 5:31). 
Cambyses would also not have any relationship to the Median empire, although Darius is 
labelled as a Mede. 

Darius the Mede is Gobryas, Governor of Babylon 

This viewpoint is held by many evangelical scholars. Ancient records (such as the 
Nabonidus Chronicle) state that Gobryas was appointed as city governor by Cyrus ~ after 
the fall of Babylon. This is taken as support for the statements in Daniel 5:31, “Darius 
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received the kingdom” and 9:1, where Darius “was made ruler.” It is possible, according to 
this viewpoint, that this passive reception of the kingdom corresponds to Gobryas being 
appointed by Cyrus. 

Furthermore, the ancient records indicate that Gobryas installed sub-governors (cf. Dan 
6:1-2). Gobryas was also described as being a “man well advanced in years” (Cyropaedia 
4.6.1), which could correspond to the 62 years old of Daniel 5:31. 

Although there are some good arguments to be made for Gobryas being Darius the Mede, 
there are two major problems with this view. First, the Nabonidus Chronicle seems to 
indicate that Gobryas died 3 weeks after the fall of Babylon. Although it might be possible 
to read it as a year and three weeks later, it most likely refers to 3 weeks after Babylon’s 
fall. Second, Xenophon, a 4 century (BCE) Greek historian, noted that Gobryas was 
Assyrian, not Mede. 

All three of these possible identifications of Darius the Mede seem to have shortcomings. 
In 2014, Steven Anderson published a dissertation advocating a different identity for Darius 
the Mede. The next post deals with the proposal that Darius the Mede is Cyaxares II, the 
last king of Media. 


Related Information 


Darius the Mede as Cyaxares IL, Last King of Media 
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